
Revelation 7: The Redeemed of the Lamb 
 
7:1-3 
 
Here we have in between the unveiling of the 6th and the 7th seal 
a pause. This pause is to identify some on the earth after the 
rapture who were converted to faith (likely because of the 
rapture) who will be divinely protected from the coming Beast 
and Antichrist who will try to thwart their purpose. 
 
This raises the question of how can people be saved after the 
rapture if the Holy Spirit, who was indwelling the raptured 
believers, is taken from the earth? 
 
The answer may be because just as people were saved before the 
indwelling of the Spirit in the Old Covenant, so they may be after 
He leaves. For example, we see Jesus working at times throughout 
the Old Testament, but not in His office as the Messiah until His 
baptism in the Jordan. We see the Holy Spirit work through 
Samson before Pentecost, so we can believe He can work in folks 
after His departure. 
 
Now, John sees 4 angels from the 4 corners of the earth holding 
back the 4 winds. 4 is the biblical number for the earth. These 
appear similar to the winds described to us in Daniel 7:1-8 
which bring about the Babylonian, Medo-Persian, Greek, and 
Roman empires.  
 
But these 4 winds are designed to harm the earth’s resources, but 
cannot be unleashed until a certain event happens first. It is the 
sealing of the servants of God who are on the earth. 
 
God has set forth a precedent of protecting a remnant from 
judgment based on His mercy. 
(Think of Noah and his family, Lot and his family, Rahab and her 
family) 
 
But who are these divinely protected people? 
 
7:4-8 
They are 12,000 from each of the 12 tribes of Israel.  
Therefore, they are Jewish. 



The claims of some today that their following make up the 
144,000 is easily refuted if they are Gentiles. This passage is clear 
that this group is made up of Jews.  
Those that believe they could represent Gentiles is from their 
understanding that Paul’s teaching that not all Israel is Israel in 
Romans 9:6-9. 
But the detail of listing what tribe each of the 12,000 come from 
points us towards a Jewish audience here. 
 
There may be more than 144,000 Jews saved after the rapture, 
since this list is only pointing out that these will be sealed and 
protected. Others may die a martyr’s death. 
 
A couple of points of curiosity arise from this list. 
1. Most listings of the 12 tribes list Ephraim and Manasseh in 
place of their father Joseph, which would still lead to only 12 
tribes instead of 13 since Levi would not be mentioned since they 
received no inheritance except that of being the ministers of the 
Tabernacle or Temple. 
But this lists Manasseh and Joseph, with Joseph being named in 
Ephraim’s place. There is no real agreement (or much opinion 
offered) as to why. Ephraim was held in high esteem as a tribe, 
even considered to be the head of the 10 northern kingdoms (see 
Deuteronomy 33:12). 
 
2. There is no tribe of Dan listed here. The common belief about 
this missing tribe has to do with the fact that in the book of 
Judges, Dan is the first tribe that goes into idolatry.  
Also, according to Genesis 49:17, it is believed that the Antichrist 
may come from the tribe of Dan: 
“Dan shall be a serpent by the way, a viper by the path, that bites 
the horse’s heels so that its rider shall fall backward.” 
The striking of the heel is indicative of the Devil’s work (Genesis 
3:15): “And I will put enmity between you (Satan) and the woman, 
and between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, 
and you shall bruise His heel”.  
This verse is called the Protoevangelium, the 1st mention of the 
gospel. 
 
7:9 
 
Innumerous multitude from all parts of the earth. This heeds back 
to Jesus’ command, after He had received all authority, to make 
disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:18, 19). 



 
Before His ascension, Jesus dictated how this disciple making 
should go (Acts 1:8) 
 
It was to travel outward from Jerusalem to Judea, then to Samaria 
and to the ends of the earth. We witness this outward movement 
of the gospel as prescribed by Jesus in Acts 8, 9, and 10. 
 
3 men, one a son of Ham, one of Shem, and one of Japheth (the 3 
sons of Noah from whom all the world’s population gets its origin) 
get saved in consecutive chapters, all on roads leaving Jerusalem. 
A perfect picture of the promise of Acts 1:8 and its truest 
fulfillment in Revelation 7:9. 
 
They are “clothed with white robes” signifying their newly 
acquired purity and imputed righteousness. 
 
“with palm branches in their hands” indicate that they are found 
triumphant. 
 
7:10 
 
Their cry directly identifies who is responsible for their purity, 
righteousness, and victory. 
 
7:11,12 
 
A beautiful picture that Jesus is worshipped by all living creatures; 
earthly and heavenly (Angels, elders, and the 4 living creatures). 
He is “Lord of all”. 
 
This is a 7-fold ascription of praise. It is perfect. 
 
It starts with ‘Amen’ and ends with ‘Amen’ 
‘Amen’ means ‘truly’, or ‘verily’, or ’let it be so’. We end our 
prayers stating this word. Jesus began many of His teachings with 
it.  
This is why they would say that “He does not speak like the 
others, but as One who has authority”. 
Jesus end prayers with it asking that ‘it be so’. 
Jesus began with it, because what He says is so. He is the Truth. 
 
7:13,14 
 



Again, we are left to identify a multitude. Again, we are told the 
answer. 
These Gentile crowds came out of the Great Tribulation, or 
specifically “the Tribulation, the great one”. 
 
We have already seen that their robes are white. Now we see 
how they got so white. By blood. 
 
Leviticus 17:14 – For the life of every creature is its blood 
Acts 20:28 – shepherd the church of God which He purchased 
with His own blood 
Romans 3:25 – Jesus Christ, whom God sent forth as a 
propitiation by His blood 
Romans 5:9 – having now been justified by His blood, we shall be 
saved from wrath through Him 
Ephesians 1:7 – In Him we have redemption through His blood 
Colossians 1:20 – having made peace through the blood of His 
cross 
Hebrews 9:22 – without the shedding of blood, there is no 
forgiveness of sins 
Revelation 1:5 – To Him who loved us and washed us from our 
sins in His own blood 
Revelation 19:13 – He was clothed in a robe dipped in blood 
 
The blood is to tell us the seriousness of our sin and depth of His 
love. We should not ever separate the two. 
 
7:15 
 
The reward for earthly service is heavenly service, without 
becoming wearied. 
Serving others is about the healthiest thing we can do for our 
souls and spirit. 
 
Some take the ‘day and night’ literally, indicating this takes place 
during the Millennium since there is no night in heaven. This 
would then take place in a re-built Temple.  
Others see this as a heavenly scene and take ‘day and night’ 
symbolically to indicate the perpetual nature of serving God in His 
heavenly Temple.  
 
7:16, 17 
 
Another wonderful paradox, the Lamb who will shepherd them. 



His shepherding is perfect, satisfying the wants of food and water 
that have so plagued mankind over time. 
Like the pillar of cloud over the Israelites in the desert for 40 years 
would have provided the shade for their survival, so here too the 
sun will not inflict any harm. 
 
The living fountains of water seem to point back to the promise 
the Samaritan woman received from Jesus of living water.  
 
The wiping of tears from the eyes does not necessarily indicate 
there will be crying (as could be in the Millennium) but rather that 
the past dispensations of pain and sin are gone (if seen as a 
heavenly scene). 
 
Either way, what a glimpse into the beauty and joy of the life 
Christ purchased for us on the cross. 
 
It is the true fulfillment of Psalm 23:1-3 and Isaiah 43:18-21 
 
God is always reminding us of the hope we have in Jesus Christ. In 
between the 6th and 7th seal, before the Great Tribulation (or, the 
Tribulation, the great one), we see those whom Jesus has 
purchased and protected amongst both the Jews and the 
Gentiles.  
 
Although we have participated in the sin that deserves God’s 
wrath, He has saved us by His blood. Therefore, He is worthy, 
for… 
 
“God so loved the world… ______ _____ _____ ______ _____ 
______ _________,  
That whosoever ___________  in _________ shall not 
___________, but have _____________ 
_______.” 
 
Amen. 
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