
 Revelation 6 
 
Our scene shifts from the heavenly one in which the Lamb has 
been found worthy because He was slain to open the seals of the 
scroll seen in the right hand of God. An eruption of worship 
exponentially multiplies throughout the heavens beginning with 
28 (4 creatures + 24 elders), then to 10,000 x 10,000 and 
thousands of thousands, then to every creature in heaven, on 
earth, under the earth, and in the sea. 
In this chapter we will witness the unfolding of the first 6 seals 
and see their implications. 
 
Some see these judgments (as experienced throughout chapters 
6-19) as occurring during the full 7 years of tribulation, others as 
during only the last 3.5 years of what is called the “great 
tribulation”. 
But most do see it as Daniel’s 70th week found in Daniel 9:27.  
 
6:1,2 
As soon as Jesus, the Lamb of God opens the 1st seal, we hear 
thunder, indicating storms to come. 
Some compare this horse with the horse in chapter 19, but they 
shouldn’t. This is not Christ upon His white horse. This rider is 
linked to the others who are involved with tragedy and 
destruction. This is the beginning of tribulation, where Jesus 
comes at the end. 
So, who is this? 
Many suggest it is the Antichrist, as seen in Daniel 9:26. 
Horse: Horses typically symbolize the providential movements of 
God (Zechariah 1:7ff) 
White horses symbolized military victory (Julius Caesar returning 
to Rome driven by white horses.) 
The bow: Typical of longer-range warfare (as opposed to a sword) 
The crown: A singular crown given as in temporary victory 
(compared to the many crowns of Jesus in Rev. 19:12)  
See also Matthew 24:4,5 
Possible conclusion: This rider is supposed to represent the last-
ditch effort of mankind to bring peace to the world without the 
Holy Spirit and without Jesus. 
 
6:3,4 
See I Thessalonians 5:1-3 
When the peace effort fails, bloody warfare ensues. The sword he 
is given would represent not the distant-fighting of the bow, but 



the face-to-face bloody warfare of nation against nation and 
brother against brother. This could include family in-fighting, 
neighborhood clashes, civil uprisings, and national and 
international wars. 
See also Matthew 24:6,7a 
 
6:5,6 
This would be a natural occurrence that follows a world war; 
namely famine.  
A quart, or a measure, is enough for 1 meal. A denarius was about 
equal to 1 day’s wage. 
This is massive inflation. 
The oil and wine are to be protected since these represent the 
luxurious foods of the rich.  
This is sinful humanity being worked out without the Holy Spirit. 
The food of the poor is unaffordable while the rich have theirs 
protected. 
See also Matthew 24:7b 

 
6:7,8 
“Pale” horse refers to the green color of a corpse, representing 
death. 
 
Robert Thomas describes this color as “the yellowish-green of 
decay, the pallor of death. It is the pale ashen color that images a 
face bleached because of terror. It recalls a corpse in the 
advanced stage of corruption.” 
“Death and Hades” are what Jesus has the keys of in 1:18 
3 views of the wild beasts include… 
1. Actual wild beasts becoming more ferocious due to the 
famine’s lack of food. 
2. Refers to brutal political and military leaders since its Greek 
word is therion, used 38 times in Revelation referring to the 
Antichrist or false the prophet.  
3. They refer to pandemic plagues that come from animals such as 
swine flu, AIDS, bird flu, Ebola, etc. 
 
Ezekiel 14:12ff 
See also Matthew 24:7b 
 
¼ of the world’s population will perish from these disasters. 
Today, that would be about 2 billion people. Unprecedented. 
Since it is unlike any previous time, scholars take these seals, 
mainly 2-4 to be the Great Tribulation of the last 3.5 years of the 



7-year period of Daniel’s 70th week. The first 3.5 years may be the 
1st seal with the Antichrist conquering and bringing in a false 
sense of peace. 
 
Other references to this time period include Daniel 12:1; 
Jeremiah 30:7’ Joel 2:1-3. 
 
6:9-11 
Consider how we got to this point 
*Adam 
*Abraham 
*Noah 
*Exile to Assyria and Babylon (Nehemiah 2:6) 
*Jesus 
 
So, God gives a prophetic timeline in Daniel 9:25 
7 weeks and 62 weeks and 1 week 
Beginning of sorrows and the great tribulation Matthew 24:8,9 
 
Who are these souls? 
Not the church age, for they call out for judgment. 
This is typical of both the Old Covenant and the judgment of 
tribulation 
It is why we struggle with the imprecatory Psalms. 
See Psalm 139:19-22 
 
See also Psalms 69 and 109 as examples 
 
6:12-17 
Joseph’s dream 
The Wrath of the Lamb sounds out of place, yet appropriate 
Abides, see John 3:36 
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