
Revelation 4. (This ain’t no Wizard of Oz) 
 
This chapter begins the 3rd section of the book, following the 
original outline of chapter 1, the things that you have seen 
(chapter 1), the things that are (chapters 2,3), and the things 
which take place after this (chapters 4-22) 
 
4:1 
This is the 3rd mention of a door in Revelation. 
1. 3:8 is the door of opportunity 
 
Acts 14:27; I Corinthians 16:9, II Corinthians 2:12, and Colossians 
4:3 all mention that Paul was given an open door to invite people 
into the kingdom. 
We need not to have to go to different cities to find an open door 
to present the gospel to the lost. They are in our homes, in our 
work places, where we shop, … and sadly, they are where we go 
to church as well. This missionary door is always open. 
 
2. 3:20 is the door of our hearts 
Remember, from last week… 
 

a. The Jewish scholar Montefiore said the one concept 
Jewish scholarship never conceived of was “the 
conception of God actually going out in quest of sinful 
men, who were not seeking Him, but who were turned 
away from Him.” 

 
b. The National Christian Council of Japan cited this 
uniqueness in “man not seeking God, but God taking the 
initiative in seeking man.’ 

 
c. St. Bernard in the 12th century used to say to his monks 
that, “However early they may wake and rise for prayer in 
their chapel on a cold mid-winter morning, or even in the 
dead of night they would always find God awake before 
them, waiting for them – nay, it was He who awakened 
them to seek His face.” 

 
3. Here, in 4:1 is the door of revelation (not the book, but of stuff 
being shown to us) 
God opens this door for us for… 
 a. visions (Ezekiel 1:1) 
 b. the descent of the Holy Spirit to us (Mark 1:10) 



c. the revelation of the glory of Christ (John 1:51). More on 
this when we get to chapter 19  
 

This is not the heavens of our immediate atmosphere (regarded 
as the 1st heaven) or of outer space (regarded as the 2nd heaven), 
but this is the 3rd heaven as mentioned by the Apostle Paul in II 
Corinthians 12:2ff 
 
Paul additionally prays that we could receive similar revelation. 
Ephesians 1:15-23 
 

 
The trumpet voice was revealed to us as the voice of Jesus in 1:10 
 
“come up here” is not the ‘harpazo’ word we hear so much about. 
Here it is ana bano (Ανά βάνω). It is the I Thessalonians 4:13 verse 
where we get the harpazo (I will be caught up) in the form of 
harpogesometha (αρπαγησομεθα) or, we will be caught up. The 
latter term more refers to a taking away or snatching of another’s 
possession. 
 
4:2 
“Throne” is in every chapter of Revelation except 2,8, and 9. It is 
mentioned 40 times in Revelation. It is the picture that no amount 
of earthly chaos, even in the form of the Great Tribulation, can 
take God off of His heavenly throne. Existence has never known a 
moment where God was not seated and in control. It represents 
His majesty. 
 
When Handel was asked how he got his inspiration for writing 
Messiah, he said, “I saw the heavens opened and God upon His 
Great White Throne”. 
 
4:3 
Jasper stone is described in 21:11 as being clear as crystal, leading 
to the speculation of it being like a diamond. 
The Sardius (likely found in abundance in Sardis) is a blood-red 
gem.  
 
These are the 1st and the last stones in the breastplate of the high 
priest 
These stones represented the sons of Jacob, the 12 patriarchs. 
The 1st was Reuben, whose name means “Behold, a son”. 



The last was Benjamin, whose name means “son of my right 
hand” 
 
So, the colors represent glory (diamond, or Jasper) and sacrifice, 
(the blood-red Sardis). 
The 1st and last tell us to behold the Son of God’s right hand. 
 
The emerald color was the color of the tribe of Judah, which 
means “praise”. 
This is Jesus’ tribe. 
And the rainbow reminds us of the perpetuity of the Noahic 
covenant, that this praise also goes on in perpetuity. 
 
4:4 
These 24 elders on 24 thrones are likely (if we let Scripture 
interpret Scripture) the picture of the priesthood as established 
by 24 orders in I Chronicles 24:4-19. These, in heaven, would then 
represent all believers everywhere from all time within both 
covenants, since Christ Jesus made us all a Royal Priesthood (I 
Peter 2:9). They have special insight (see 5:5; 7:14,15) 
 
So, what a wonderful picture is here painted for us in Revelation.  
 
The One John sees is the Son of God’s right hand, whom we are to 
behold. He has glory in that He was our sacrifice, and is worthy of 
praise in perpetuity. This praise comes from all believers 
everywhere who have been redeemed by the blood of this 
marvelous Lamb, who became sin, so that we may become the 
righteousness of God in Him. 
 
4:5 
“Lightnings, thunderings, and voices” seem to be anticipating the 
violent storms that are coming. 
 
The 7 lamps of fire, which are the 7 Spirits are again the fullness of 
the Spirit spoken first by the prophet Isaiah. Here, they are 
burning before the throne much the same way the 7-branched 
lampstand burned throughout the night in the wilderness 
Tabernacle signifying God’s presence. 
(There is no darkness in the presence of God (I John 1:5; Psalm 
139:11,12) 
 
 
 



4:6a 
The sea of glass. The seas were indicative of the chaos of the 
world, and judgment (think of the Red Sea and the story of 
Jonah).  
 
Also, Peter was invited to walk above these waters of judgment…  
 
God had to overcome the darkness and the deep to begin His 
work of creation (Genesis 1:2) 
 
He did so… (Revelation 21:1; 22-25) 
 
But this sea is crystalized. There will be no more judgment waters. 
And instead of the chaos of the earthly seas, this sea is stood 
upon by those who are victorious over the beast, singing the song 
of Moses (15:1-4) 
 
4:6b-11 
There is much to observe about these 4 living creatures. Compare 
these verses with Ezekiel 1:5-21; 10:20 (they resemble cherubim) 
and Isaiah 6 (they resemble seraphim) 
 
Ezekiel’s vision the angels each had 4 faces; John’s have 1 each, 
although of the same features. 
 
Ezekiel’s have 4 wings, Revelation’s and Isaiah’s have 6. 
 
Revelation’s and Isaiah’s angels cry out of the holiness of God 
 
Both are covered with eyes, likely referring to the omniscience of 
God. 
 
Interestingly, Revelation’s angels mention no wheels, which for 
Ezekiel spoke of God’s journeying with His people, though their 
Temple was destroyed and they are being deported to Babylon.  
 
As author Jurgen Roloff puts it, “The dramatic movement, which is 
characteristic of the Ezekiel vision, has given way here to static 
rest”. 
 
Unlike the Ezekiel vision where God’s people are in turmoil and 
He goes with them in their chaos, here, God is seen as resting in 
victory, receiving the worship entirely appropriate to only  
Him. 



So, why the differences in the descriptions of the angels between 
Ezekiel, Isaiah, and John? 
Either because they are literal descriptions of different angels, or, 
John in his apocalyptic use of language, engages in prophetic 
simile and metaphor. Prophetic visions are not often intended to 
provide us with photographs, but rather with visual metaphors 
that relate best to the moment being described. 
 
The main activity of the creatures here is worship. But they also 
assist in carrying out judgment as seen in 6:1-8; 15:7 
 
We will also see when we get to chapter 19 that they are pointing 
us to Christ in all they say and do. 
 
Holy, holy, holy (here, and in Isaiah 6) denotes God’s perfect 
holiness 
Almighty denotes His omnipotence 
“Who was and is and is to come” reflects His eternality 
 
Here, 4 are worshipping.  
In v. 11, 24 are worshipping.  
In 5:8,9 28 are worshipping 
In vv. 11,12 myriads and myriads and thousands upon thousands 
are worshipping 
In v. 13 it is every creature in heaven, on earth, in the seas, and 
under the earth; everything that has breath is worshipping 
(Philippians 2:5-10) 
 
And this all began as a mustard seed! 
 
The ‘thanks’ of verse 9 is not just for what God did, but first it is 
for who He is. Just simply who He is makes Him worthy. 
They recognize the source of their authority is the One who has all 
authority (Matthew 28:18) 
 
The symphonic movement of this worship travels from who God is 
4:8, to creation 4:11, to redemption 5:9,10.  
Hallelujah! 
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