
Revelation 3 
 

Sardis 
 
Sardis is located 50 miles east of Smyrna and 30 miles southeast 
of Thyatira.  
Very wealthy city where silver and gold coins were first struck. 
 
It had an amazing Temple of Artemis that dated back to the 4th 
century BC and it still exists as a popular ruin today. 
 
There is still a remnant of a Christian church building today which 
would have testified against the evil of this city centuries ago. 
 
This church to which this letter is addressed existed until the 14th 
century, and this village of Sart exists only as ancient ruins today. 
 
3:1 
These 7 Spirits (likely referring back to Isaiah 11:2-5), speak of 
Christ’s wisdom and power, making His judgments both perfect, 
and executable.  
 
3:2 
“Be watchful” Sardis was captured because it was left unguarded. 
It was situated high upon a cleft overlooking the valley below and 
had only 1 way up it. They would be able to fend off any 
opposition that had to endure that climb. But a Persian soldier 
named Hyeroeades has witnessed a Sardian soldier retrieve his 
fallen helmet down a section of the cliff that otherwise seemed 
inaccessible. He then secretly led his troops up that way and 
found that area unguarded and Sardis fell.  
It is to this city now that Christ says “Be watchful”. 
 
“Being watchful” entails guarding even your spiritual strengths 
against them becoming worldly. Without strengthening them, 
they become weak, just like our physical muscles, so are our 
spiritual muscles.  
 
“I have not found your works perfect before God” most likely 
seems to mean that their good works were not growing from a 
pure heart. Their motives became self-centered or automatic, 
rather than heart-felt determination to glorify God in all they did. 
 
3:3 



“I will come upon you as a thief” brings back to mind the 2 times 
Sardis fell (549 B.C. by Cyrus King of Persia, and again in 214 B.C. 
by Antiochus the Great) 
 
3:4-6 
“you have a few names” – God separates the good from the 
wicked.  
Gen. 18:25; “Far be it from You to do such a thing as this, to slay 
the righteous with the wicked” 

 
 
I Kings 19:18; Elijah and the 7,000 who did not bow to Baal 
 
“who have not defiled their garments” –  
- Could be from their former understandings in paganism when 

they could not approach their temples in soiled garments 
- Or, it could refer to their profession at baptism when they 

would come out of the water and have a white robe put on 
them, symbolizing their new purification 

 
3 promises are given to the faithful 
 
1. “they shall walk with Me in white”  
- May refer to Adam and Eve walking with God in the Garden 
- Or, in pagan understanding, some were given the privilege of 

walking with the King in his garden, and they were called the 
“Companions of the Garden” 

- Or, it may be referring back to Enoch, who “walked with God” 
 
*White robes were the color of festivity. Jesus often compared 
heaven to a wedding feast. 
*In Rome, white was worn by the people of the victorious city. 
The city itself would be called the urbs candida (the city in white) 
*All societies have held white to be the color of purity “Blessed 
are the pure in heart, for they shall see God” 
*Jesus appeared on the Mt. of Transfiguration in the whitest of 
whites, whiter than any launderer could bleach (Mark’s gospel) 
 
2. “I will not blot his name from the Book of Life” 
 - May refer back to Psalm 69:28 “Let them be blotted out of the 
book of the living, and not be written with the righteous”. 
 
3. “I will confess his name before My Father and before His 
angels” 



Matthew 10:32,33 “Therefore whoever confesses Me before 
men, him I will confess before My Father who is in heaven. But 
whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My 
Father who is in heaven”. 
 
Philadelphia 
 
Located 28 miles southeast of Sardis 
 
3:7 

Holy, holy, holy of Isaiah 6 
 
The word for ‘true here is αληθινός, not αλήθειά. The latter 
indicates true rather than false, the former real as opposed to not 
real. 
He is the One who is real. 
 
Key to David – Also mentioned in Isaiah 22:22. Eliakim was the 
minister of finance of King Hezekiah of Judah. The keys are likely 
to kingdom treasures in Isaiah. He had the authority from God 
over these treasures, especially heaven. 

 
3:8 
Acts 14:27; I Corinthians 16:9, II Corinthians 2:12, and Colossians 
4:3 all mention that Paul was given an open door to invite people 
into the kingdom. 
We need not to have to go to different cities to find an open door 
to present the gospel to the lost. They are in our homes, in our 
work places, where we shop, … and sadly, they are where we go 
to church as well. This missionary door is always open. 
 
The Door may also refer to Jesus Himself. He is the fulfillment of 
the biblical doors 
(Noah’s door, the Passover door, Rahab’s door… and Jesus) 
 
3:9 
This dynamic of the revilers of God’s people worshipping at the 
feet of those who have endured their ridicule is seen in Isaiah 
45:14; 49:23; 60:14. Some will repent as seen in Zechariah 8:22  
 
3:10 
Here, Jesus rewards our ‘keeping’ with His promise to ‘keep’ us 
We who keep His commands will be kept from the hour of trial. 
 



3:11 
‘quickly’ is ταχύ (rapidly), not ευθύς (immediately) 
 
‘take your crown’ likely not referring to having it taken unfairly… 
but to having it removed due to unworthiness… as seen in Esau 
losing his place to Jacob Genesis 25:34; 27:36; Reuben to Judah 
Genesis 49:4,8; Saul to David I Samuel 16:1,13; Judas to Matthias 
Acts 1:25,26; and the Jews to the Gentiles Romans 11:11 
 
3:12 
‘pillar in the temple’ likely speaks of the permanence and security 
of our stay with God 
It also speaks of a prominent position, as with James and John 
being called ‘pillars of the church’ by Paul Galatians 2:9 
 
The Jewish rabbis called Abraham ‘the pillar of the world’ 
 
‘he shall go out no more’  
would be especially meaningful to those in Philadelphia since 
tremors of earthquakes plagued them for decades following a 
great earthquake of AD 17, and for all those years residents would 
flee the city as soon as an aftershock began.  
 
‘write upon him the name of My God’ Numbers 6:22-27 
This they would pronounce when Aaron and the priests would 
bless the people 
 
‘New Jerusalem’ speaks of our citizenship 
 
‘My new name’ 
We don’t know this name yet Revelation 19:12 
The Philadelphians were accustomed to new names. 
Due to the earthquake aid they would receive from different 
rulers, they renamed their city after them. 
It became Neocaesarea after Tiberius Caesar, and later Flavia after 
Vespasian of the family of Flavia before they settled back into 
calling it Philadelphia. 
 
Laodicea 
 
40 miles southeast of Philadelphia 
 
Only church where Christ has nothing good to say 
 



3:14 
‘Amen’ this is how Jesus began His teachings 
 
‘Beginning of the creation of God’ see John 1:1-4; Colossians 
1:15,18 
 
3:15,16 
Cold, meaning against Christ. Hot, meaning active for Christ. 
Some suggest both hot and cold are good and useful… like water 
is. 
 
But all agree that lukewarmness is not good. 
 
They say an author can write a good biography if he either loves 
or hates his subject. But to be indifferent about his subject would 
not allow the passion to write a good book. 
The lukewarm are those who are utterly indifferent towards 
spiritual matters.  
Hostility towards Christ is more easily overcome than apathy 
towards Christ. 
 
It is easier to convert an atheist than it is an apatheist (one who is 
apathetic towards God). 
 
This can happen when Christ loses His holiness in one’s eyes or 
when the Church loses its moral authority in the eyes of society.  
 
We must get both of these back! 
 
3:17 
Laodicea was a very rich city, prosperous in clothing and famous 
for its eye salve. 
Their wealth made them self-reliant so that they felt they had no 
needs.  
Their wealth made them blind to their own poverty.  
 
Wealth is for the temporary pleasures of the world, but it cannot 
buy the gospel.  
The Gospel is priceless, yet free (Isaiah 55:1,2) 
 
Proverbs 15:16,17 
“Better is a little with the fear of the LORD 
Than great treasure with trouble 
Better is a dinner of herbs where love is 



Than a fatted calf with hatred” 
 
3:18 
The things that caused their self-sufficiency are what Christ wants 
replaced. 
His gold makes one rich I Peter 1:6,7; His garments makes one 
clothed Genesis 3:21; Matthew 22:11; His salve makes one see 
Mark 8:22-26 
 
3:19 
See Hebrews 12:5-11 
Rebuke and chastening are for our holiness 
The word for chasten here is Elegchos and carries the idea of 
proving a point… like Nathan did to David. 
As William Barclay put it: “It is, in fact, God’s final punishment to 
leave a man alone. “Ephraim is joined to idols; let him alone” 
(Hosea 4:17). “The great Master-builder squares and polishes 
with many strokes of the chisel and hammers the stones which 
shall find a place at last in the walls of the heavenly Jerusalem… It 
is the crushed grape, and not the untouched, from which the 
costly liquor distills”. 
 
3:20 
This knocking is seen in the N.T. as a warning to be prepared for 
Christ’s coming. 
But this context fits better with its allusion to the O.T Song of 
Solomon 5:2-6. 
Here we see Christ as the lover of our souls seeking after us.  
This is entirely unique to Christianity. 
Donald Ballie, in his book Out of Nazareth, cites 3 sources of this 
uniqueness. 
 
1. The Jewish scholar Montefiore said the one concept Jewish 
scholarship never conceived of was “the conception of God 
actually going out in quest of sinful men, who were not seeking 
Him, but who were turned away from Him.” 
 
2. The National Christian Council of Japan cited this uniqueness in 
“man not seeking God, but God taking the initiative in seeking 
man.’ 
 
3. St. Bernard in the 12th century used to say to his monks that, 
“However early they may wake and rise for prayer in their chapel 
on a cold mid-winter morning, or even in the dead of night they 



would always find God awake before them, waiting for them – 
nay, it was He who awakened them to seek His face.” 
 
Here is God seeking for sinful men to find Him – surely this is the 
greatest love of all. 
 
This dining is the dinner meal. 
Breakfast was typically bread dipped in wine; lunch was usually 
eaten on the side of the road quickly with others. But dinner was 
the time to linger with loved ones and enjoy them for long periods 
of time. It is to this that we are invited. 
 
The ancient eastern thrones were more like couches than chairs. 
 
Lastly, this passage teaches not only the sovereignty of the One 
who has the keys to David (and to Death and Hades), but also the 
responsibility of man. The promises are to he who opens the door 
when Christ knocks. 
 
As author Richard Trench put it, “Every man is the lord of the 
house of his own heart; it is his fortress; he must open the gates 
of it. He has the mournful prerogative and privilege of refusing to 
open. He is blindly at strife with his own blessedness… and he is a 
miserable conqueror”. 
 
Holman Hunt’s painting The Light of the World” has painted on it 
a door of the human heart with no handle on the outside of it; for 
it can only be opened from within. 
 
Are you ready for dinner with Jesus? 
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