
Revelation 3 – Laodicea 
 

Laodicea         
 
40 miles southeast of Philadelphia 
 
Only church where Christ has nothing good to say 
 
3:14 
‘Amen’ this is how Jesus began His teachings 
 
‘Beginning of the creation of God’ see John 1:1-4; Colossians 
1:15,18 
(Not, He began at creation) 
 
3:15,16 
Cold, meaning against Christ. Hot, meaning active for Christ. 
Some suggest both hot and cold are good and useful… like water 
is. 
 
But all agree that lukewarmness is not good. 
 
They say an author can write a good biography if he either loves 
or hates his subject. But to be indifferent about his subject would 
not allow the passion to write a good book. 
(Like Richard Dawkins uses his hatred of God to write best-sellers 
like The God Delusion) 
 
The lukewarm are those who are utterly indifferent towards 
spiritual matters.  
Hostility towards Christ is more easily overcome than apathy 
towards Christ. Passion is important. 
 
It is easier to convert an atheist than it is an apatheist (one who is 
apathetic towards God). 
 
This can happen when Christ loses His holiness in one’s eyes or 
when the Church loses its moral authority in the eyes of society.  
(See Isaiah’s reaction to holiness in Isaiah 6 as well as Peter’s in 
Luke 5) 
 
(See Numbers 16:41ff for the need to follow moral authority) 
 
We must get both of these back! 



 
3:17 
Laodicea was a very rich city, prosperous in clothing and famous 
for its eye salve. 
Their wealth made them self-reliant so that they felt they had no 
needs.  
Their wealth made them blind to their own poverty (Luke 15bff) 
 
Wealth is for the temporary pleasures of the world, but it cannot 
buy the gospel.  
The Gospel is priceless, yet free (Isaiah 55:1,2) 
 
Proverbs 15:16,17 
“Better is a little with the fear of the LORD 
Than great treasure with trouble 
Better is a dinner of herbs where love is 
Than a fatted calf with hatred” 
 
3:18 
The things that caused their self-sufficiency are what Christ wants 
replaced. 
His gold(faith) makes one rich I Peter 1:6,7; His garments makes 
one clothed Genesis 3:21; Matthew 22:11; His salve makes one 
see Mark 8:22-26  
(Phrygian powder was made in this city’s famous school of 
medicine as an eye ointment) 
 
3:19 
See Hebrews 12:5-11 
Rebuke and chastening are for our holiness 
The word for chasten here is Elegchos and carries the idea of 
proving a point… like Nathan did to David. 
*It is discipline for the sake of learning 
 
As William Barclay put it: “It is, in fact, God’s final punishment to 
leave a man alone. “Ephraim is joined to idols; let him alone” 
(Hosea 4:17). “The great Master-builder squares and polishes 
with many strokes of the chisel and hammers the stones which 
shall find a place at last in the walls of the heavenly Jerusalem… It 
is the crushed grape, and not the untouched, from which the 
costly liquor distills”. 
 
 
 



3:20 
This knocking is seen in the N.T. as a warning to be prepared for 
Christ’s coming. 
But this context fits better with its allusion to the O.T Song of 
Solomon 5:2-6. 
Here we see Christ as the lover of our souls seeking after us.  
This is entirely unique to Christianity. 
Donald Ballie, in his book Out of Nazareth, cites 3 sources of this 
uniqueness. 
 
1. The Jewish scholar Montefiore said the one concept Jewish 
scholarship never conceived of was “the conception of God 
actually going out in quest of sinful men, who were not seeking 
Him, but who were turned away from Him.” 
 
2. The National Christian Council of Japan cited this uniqueness in 
“man not seeking God, but God taking the initiative in seeking 
man.’ 
 
3. St. Bernard in the 12th century used to say to his monks that, 
“However early they may wake and rise for prayer in their chapel 
on a cold mid-winter morning, or even in the dead of night they 
would always find God awake before them, waiting for them – 
nay, it was He who awakened them to seek His face.” 
 
Here is God seeking for sinful men to find Him – surely this is the 
greatest love of all. 
 
This dining is the dinner meal. 
Breakfast was typically bread dipped in wine; lunch was usually 
eaten on the side of the road quickly with others. But dinner was 
the time to linger with loved ones and enjoy them for long periods 
of time. It is to this end that we are invited. 
 
3:21 
 
The ancient eastern thrones were more like couches than chairs.  
 
Can you possibly imagine having this privilege? 
 
Lastly, this passage teaches not only the sovereignty of the One 
who has the keys to David (and to Death and Hades), but also the 
responsibility of man. The promises are to he who opens the door 
when Christ knocks. 



 
As author Richard Trench put it, “Every man is the lord of the 
house of his own heart; it is his fortress; he must open the gates 
of it. He has the mournful prerogative and privilege of refusing to 
open. He is blindly at strife with his own blessedness… and he is a 
miserable conqueror”. 
 
Holman Hunt’s painting The Light of the World” has painted on it 
a door of the human heart with no handle on the outside of it; for 
it can only be opened from within. 
 
 
 
 

Summary of the 7 Churches 
 

Ephesus 
Encouragements 
Persevered under hardship; not grown weary; hate the practice of 
the Nicolaitans  
 
Dangers 
Losing your first love. 
 
Counsel 
Remember, repent, and do the things you did at first 
 
Reward 
Eating of the tree of life in the paradise of God 
 
 
 
Smyrna 
Encouragements 
Their works, endurance in tribulation, poverty, overcoming of 
hypocrites are known to Jesus.  
 
Dangers 
Fear in suffering could cause them to back down 
 
Counsel 
Be faithful unto death  
 
 



Reward 
The crown of life 
 
 
Pergamos 
Encouragements 
Jesus knows their works in the midst of Satan’s throne. They hold 
fast to Jesus’ name and didn’t deny the faith even in the midst of 
death. 
 
Dangers 
Following false doctrines, particularly those dealing with sex and 
money (Mark 8:36) “For what will it profit a man if…” 
 
Counsel 
Repent 
 
Reward 
They will share of the hidden manna and receive the white stone 
 
Thyatira 
Encouragements 
Jesus is aware of their works, love, service, faith, and patience. 
Even that their works are increasing. 
 
Dangers 
They are influenced by the teachings and seduction of Jezebel. 
They are sexually immoral and idolatrous. 
 
Counsel 
Repent 
 
Reward 
They will receive power over the nations and the morning star 

 
Sardis 
Encouragements 
He knows their works 
 
Dangers 
Spiritual deadness, orthodoxy without heart 
 
Counsel 
Be watchful. Remember, repent 



 
Reward 
Walking with Jesus in white, name not blotted out of the Book of 
Life 
 
Philadelphia 
Encouragements 
Their works are known, they have kept His word, not denied His 
name, persevered 
 
Dangers 
Not holding fast to what they have 
 
Counsel 
Hold fast 
 
Reward 
Made a pillar in the Temple, the name of God and of the new 
name of the city of God, as well as Jesus’ new name written on 
him/her 
 
Laodicea 
Encouragements 
Christ loves them  
*most commentaries, if not all of them, will say there is no 
encouragement to this church from Jesus.  
I say, look again 
 
Dangers 
Lukewarmness 
 
Counsel 
Buy His gold (faith), where His garments (righteousness), anoint 
your eyes with salve (enlightenment) 
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