
Revelation 20 
 
20:1-3 
There has been endless controversy over the literalness of these 
verses. Is it a real chain or not? Can a demon be bound by chains? 
Etc. But the important thing to see is not very controversial at all.  
The key certainly means the angel has the authority over the 
occupants of the bottomless pit. His power is superior than the 
Devil’s, and he is able to bind him.  
The seal would serve as a guarantee of the success of the binding.  
 
Seals set by man are not foolproof Matthew 27:66 
 
Seals set by God are foolproof Ephesians 1:13 
 
20:4 
Lots of debate here as well as to who is sitting on these thrones. 
Walvoord suggests it may be Christ and the saints with Him I 
Corinthians 6:2 or the 24 elders, but they are not mentioned 
here. 
I personally see the likelihood being the Apostles, according to 
Matthew 19:28; Luke 22:28-30 
 
This may be referring to the judgment of Matthew 25:31-46 
 
20:5,6 
Much disagreement on these verses as well.  
The martyrs of the faith are raised to life at the beginning of the 
Millennium. They are given the privilege of serving as priests to 
God and Christ and ruling with Him. 
 
 But what is meant by the first resurrection? 
Some see it as a general term for the resurrection of all the 
righteous in Christ while the 2nd resurrection (which that term is 
never mentioned) would be of those raised to damnation. 
Others see it as an exclusive resurrection of the faithful martyrs of 
the Tribulation while the rest await the end of the Millennium for 
their bodily resurrections, some unto eternal life while others 
unto eternal death. 
 
20:7 
So, here the 1,000 years are already over. But Scripture does 
provide us some details of how glorious this time will be. 
Psalm 72; Isaiah 2:2-4; Isaiah 11:4-9 



 
20:8 
The reference to Gog and Magog has also created much 
controversy. It is not likely a direct reference to the Gog and 
Magog of Ezekiel 38 and 39 since there are too many differences 
in the accounts, though some see it this way. 
 
It may be that God represents the ruling figure of Ezekiel 38 and 
Magog the people. This would indicate that the rulers following 
Satan as well as the people who follow them are indicated in this 
verse. 
 
20:9 
We again see here the simplicity of the wars God engages in. As 
soon as the armies of the Devil are gathered and organized (as 
many as the sand on the sea) they are defeated before they ever 
get going. They are devoured by fire immediately. 
 
20:10 
Now the Devil joins the beast and the false prophet (who have 
been in the lake of fire for 1,000 years) in that hell-hole of the lake 
of fire. This fulfills ultimately the promise given so many millennia 
earlier in Genesis 3:15, that the Seed of the woman would crush 
the head of the serpent, delivering the fatal, eternal blow. 
 
The very strong language of the eternal nature of the suffering 
brings to light the doctrine of E.T.C. (Eternal, Conscience Torment) 
A brief analogy on the seriousness of the doctrine 
A brief idea on the fairness of the doctrine 
This is opposed to the doctrine of annihilationism. 
 
20:11 
Him who sat upon it is most likely Jesus Himself John 5:22; 
Matthew 19:28; 25:31,32; II Corinthians 5:10.  
 
II Peter 3:10-13 speaks of the manner of the earth and heavens 
disappearance 
 
Revelation 21:1 speaks of a new heaven and earth, replacing this 
one that fled from the face of the One seated on His throne of 
judgment. 21:1-4 speaks of why there is no longer any place for 
the old earth and heaven 
 
The new person in Christ will have a new world in Christ as well. 



 
20:12 
This judgment referred to by Jesus in John 5:29 and by Paul in 
Acts 24:15; II Corinthians 5:10,11. 
This is the judgment of the unjust. 
This fulfills Hebrews 9:27 “It is appointed to man to die once; and 
then face the judgment.” 
They are standing as a defendant is called to stand for his 
sentencing.  
 
The judgment of the just is depicted by Paul in I Corinthians 3:10-
15 
 
“And books were opened” fulfills Daniel 7:10 
 
 
Since the judgment involves a record of our works, we play an 
everyday role in our destinies. We are writing out the heights of 
our rewards or the depths of our own punishments every day. 
 
 
20:13 
The Book of Life consistently refers to the saved. The other plural 
books that are opened are the works of all people. The unjust are 
judged according to these works, apparently towards degrees of 
punishment Luke 12:47,48 
 
The just will be judged towards degrees of reward (30-fold, 60-
fold, 100-fold) 
 
This differentiation of punishment and reward displays the 
detailed precision and righteousness of God’s judgment towards 
all mankind. 
 
“they were judged” is in the 3rd person plural speaking of the 
universal aspect of this judgment of unbelievers. “Each one 
according to his works” is in the 1st person singular meaning that 
though the judgment is universal for unbelievers, the level of 
punishment is individualized. 
 
20:14,15 
Death and Hades are cast into the lake of fire because at this 
point, there will be no more new deaths.   
Those not found in the Book of Life are also thrown in there.  



 
Rulers used to have a roll-book with the names of the citizens 
under their rule were listed. When one died, they were removed 
from the book. That is the picture here, that those not found in 
the book of life have experienced death.  
Here called the 2nd death since they already died a natural death. 
 
Here we have seen the perfect balancing of the scales of justice 
done by God Himself.  
Even though we all participated in works of unrighteousness, 
those of us who have put our love and trust into Jesus Christ and 
who He is and what He accomplished for us, those scales of 
justice were weighed against Him on the cross so they wouldn’t 
have to be weighed against us. 
 
See Romans 6:15-23 
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