
Pergamos 
 
2:12,13 
This church was north of Smyrna about 20 miles from 
the Mediterranean Sea as we continue our clockwise 
journey with the angels or messengers of these 7 
churches. 
 
Many credit this city with the invention of paper, which 
was once called pergamena.  
 
Very idolatrous city dedicated to the worship of Zeus, 
Dionysus, Asklepios, and Athena. 
 
3 major temples were dedicated to “the divine Augustus 
and the goddess Roma; Asklepios the Savior (god of 
healing symbolized by a serpent), and to Zeus. This 
would seem to qualify Pergamos as “the city where 
Satan’s throne is”  
 
Anthony gifted to Cleopatra a library from Pergamos of 
around some 200,000 books. 
 
The picture of the 2-edged sword is likely reflecting the 
outworking of God’s Word, which is grace for those who 
submit under it, and judgment for those who don’t. 
Roman governors were divided into 2 classes; those who 
had the ius gladii (the right of the sword), and those who 
did not.  
Jesus states here unequivocally that He has the ius 
gladii! 
The Roman Empire may have had Satanic power, but 
this church’s power of the risen Lord is greater 
(Matthew 28:18) (I John 4:4) 
(Remember, it is in the light of the tremendous 
tribulations that are coming that Jesus tells John to ‘not 
fear’ 1:17 



 
2:13,14 
The works of Satan were very evident here as the Lord 
tells us. We don’t know a whole lot about Antipas, but 
the work of Satan here ended in this faithful man’s 
martyrdom. How do you encourage a church who has 
witnessed martyrdom? 
 

 
 
Christ comes across very personally to this church “My 
name… My faith” He knows my name (Isaiah 43:1; 
40:26; compare with Matthew 6:25ff) and my faith as 
well Isaiah 43:1 and Revelation 2:19 
 
Doctrine of Balaam – intermarriage leading to idolatry. 
The way of Balaam – receiving pay for wrongdoing (II 
Peter 2:15) 
The error of Balaam – Same as above (Jude 11) 
 
2:15 
They were tolerating what God hates. God hates that 
which is not good for us.  
Do we hate what God hates? See Psalm 139:19-24 
Was David right here? 
 
2:16 
This would be with the edge of the sword we don’t want 
to experience. Jesus warns them by introducing Himself 
to them as the One with this sword. 
 
2:17 
Hidden manna – our spiritual nourishment. Supernatural 
strength we need. 
*When Solomon’s Temple was destroyed in 586BC, it 
was believed that Jeremiah had taken the manna that 
was in a jar in the Ark of the Covenant and hidden it 



away in a cleft in Mt. Sinai and that it would be 
discovered again when Messiah came. So, the promise 
to eat of the hidden manna would be to enjoy 
participation in the Messianic age. 
 
White stone - Some suggest white stones would have 
engravings on them which were invitations to a 
banquet. That would fit nicely here. 
 
New name – perhaps the way God, and Christ, give new 
names in the Bible based on their role in kingdom 
business (Simon to Cephas [stone], to Petros [rock]) 
 
It is exciting to think what your name is going to be! 
 
Thyatira 
 
2:18 
Located about 40 miles southeast of Pergamos.  
Famous for its purple dye, as seen in Lydia of Acts 
16:14,15 whom Paul converted to Christianity. 

 
She may be the reason this church exists, as there is no 
other evidence of how the gospel got there! 

- Jesus introduces Himself here as the great Judge, 
whose eyes can penetrate every soul. And as the 
Son of God (instead of the Son of Man as in 1:13). 
There, He presents Himself as the One who takes 
our fear away… here, as the Judge of the 
unrepentant.  

 
2:19 
Their outward appearance is great. If you visited this 
church, you would want to stay and join. 
 
2:20-23 



BUT… on the inside they are filled with private sins. 
Private sins cannot be hidden from the One with eyes 
like a flame of fire (Psalm 139:1-6) 
If sins could be kept private from Jesus, there would be 
no justice in the world. 
 
The O.T. Jezebel was known for using her wicked heart 
to influence her husband, King Ahab. She was so 
successful, that Ahab’s legacy became “Ahab did more 
to provoke the Lord, the God of Israel, to anger than all 
the kings of Israel who were before him (I Kings 16:33) 
 
The Jezebel of Thyatira influenced God’s people to 
sexual immorality and idolatry.  
These sins have been prominent throughout the history 
of the church. 
- Does your church not take a stand against sexual 
immorality? How about the idolatry of the prosperity 
gospel? (See Galatians 1:8) 
 
- The adultery mentioned in verse 22 goes beyond the 
idea of sexual immorality. It refers to the unfaithfulness 
of those who professed faith in Christ, thus claiming to 
be His bride. 
-The U.S. has lost its godly influence in the media and 
the universities. The public-school system is on its way 
now as well. The church must be kept pure in the fiery 
eyes of the Sovereign Judge and speak up for true 
righteousness. 
 
God loves their love but hates their tolerance. 
How do we love people… temporally? or eternally? 
 
2:24,25 These are the deep things of Satan. The deep 
things of God are also revealed to us. See I Corinthians 
2:10-12 

 



2:26,27 
What does it look like to keep His works and endure 
until the end? 
It looks like Luke 19:11-27 in the parable of the talents 
:27 – The Greek word for “rule” here is ποιμάνει 
(poimanei) which literally means “To shepherd”.  
Jesus taught His disciples (us) that, 25 “You know that the 
rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those who are 
great exercise authority over them. 26 Yet it shall not be so 
among you; but whoever desires to become great among 
you, let him be your servant. 27 And whoever desires to be 
first among you, let him be your slave— 28 just as the Son of 
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His 
life a ransom for many.” 
 
2:28 
“Morning star”  
Some interpret as Jesus Himself (22:16) 
Some interpret as resurrection (as the morning star ends 
darkness and brings light) 
Others as the glory that will be given to us 
Or as a fulfillment of Numbers 24:18 
 
2:29 
“ears to hear” 
This speaks of the humility of realizing one’s need for 
the words of Christ. 
Compare Isaiah 6:8-10 with Matthew 13:10-17 
 
Having ears to hear comes from the heart of the good 
soil. The things of the world can impact your soil.  
 
Having Christ as your ‘Morning Star’ keeps your heart 
right 
 
Do you have ears to hear? 
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