
Revelation 19 
 
19:1 
Alleluia from the Hebrew Hallelujah appears 4 times in the New 
Testament, and all 4 times are in this chapter 
Hallel means to praise and the Jah is for Jehovah, or YHWH and is 
said here in the imperative sense, which is a command 
Psalms 113-118 are called the Hallel Psalms and were required to 
be memorized and recited in early Jewish education 
Psalms 146-150 et al all begin with this word, which (sadly) gets 
translated as ‘praise’ 
 
St. Anselm of Canterbury considered this word to be angelic and 
incapable of reproduction in any human language. It is meant to 
convey the full measure of blessedness in heaven and the 
emotions appropriate for it 
 
Let’s say this word more often! 
 
19:2 
Why is God receiving such profound praise after Babylon’s 
judgment? 
Because God has shown Himself as our El Shaddai; our Almighty 
God.  
His acts reveal Him as the owner of all salvation, glory, honor, and 
power 
It also demonstrates to His people that they are never abandoned 
 
19:3,4 
The 24 elders representing the Church of both the Patriarchs and 
the Apostles combine with the 4 creatures, resembling a lion, an 
ox, a man, and an eagle, which many take to represent creation in 
all that is brave, strong, wise, and swift, are here together in their 
Alleluia’s.  
 
19:5 
A reiteration of the spirit of praise is given by a voice from the 
throne. The throne typically indicates that God is the source, but 
this is not so here as the voice refers to God as “our God” in the 
command to “praise our God” 
 
19:6 
Handel’s great chorus echoes the reality in heaven 



“Hallelujah! For the LORD God omnipotent reigns, Hallelujah, 
Hallelujah!” 
 
19:7,8 
Be glad and rejoice are the verbs used here to express the 
emotion appropriate for the occasion (chairein χαίρετε and 
agallian αγαλλιασθε)  
But where have we heard these words before? 
Only 1 other time together 
Matthew 5:11,12 
These words fulfill the promise of Jesus spoken way back in His 
early ministry 

 
 
Now we are back to our wedding language. This is by far not a 
new concept here in Revelation 
 
“I will betroth you to Me in righteousness” (pictured in verse 8) 
Hosea 2:19,20 
Isaiah 54:5,6 
 
Matthew 22, 25, Mark 2, John 3, II Corinthians 11 and Ephesians 
5 all speak in terms of our salvation being a wedding, our 
relationship to Christ being one of marriage 
 
Of note as well is the donning of the linen by Christ’s bride. It is 
described simply as clean, and as bright. God dresses His own in 
white. Compare that with the scarlet and gold and jewels of the 
great harlot. 
 
19:9 
Here, there is an angelic witness to the truth of our belief in God 
and as Jesus as His son and our Savior. But Jesus introduced us to 
even more witnesses. See John 5:31-39 
 
19:10 
Neither Mary, nor the angels, nor man, nor any other created 
thing in heaven or on earth or under the earth is worthy of our 
worship. 
Mary, there is no proof text to turn to since no one in Scripture 
ever tried to do so 
Angels, see Hebrews 1:14;  
Men, see Acts 10:24-26 
Created things, see Dagon I Samuel 5:1-5 



 
19:10b 
Could mean the witness which the Christian testifies of Jesus or, 
could mean the testimony of Jesus Himself. Either, or both, show 
Him worthy of worship. 
 
19:11 
The conquering hero of wars would ride home on a white horse, 
here replacing the picture of peace and humility when Jesus 
entered triumphantly into Jerusalem on a donkey. He is both our 
conquering hero, as well as our humble King. 
 
He is called Faithful (πιστός) absolutely trustworthy is each and 
every circumstance 
And He is called True (αληθινός) meaning both He brings truth 
and He embodies truth (John 14:6); but also, that He is absolute 
and pure reality. There is no fiction in Him. 
 
19:12 
Eyes of fire relate to His power and His right to judge. 
Many crowns refer to His kingship over all the nations. 
The word for crown here is diadema, (διάδημα), our word for 
diadems, which is the crown of royalty, rather than the 
stephanos, (στέφανος), which was the victor’s crown 

 
 
There are various thoughts about this unknown Name.  
1. Kurios (κύριος), or Lord, from Philippians 2:5-11 
2. YHWH, which is considered to be too holy to be written or 
pronounced. Some believe this is the Name given to Jesus in 
Philippians 2 
3. Some feel it is the Name that will only be revealed to us who 
make it to His kingship in heaven at that time 
4. The fact that the Christophanies of Genesis 32 and Judges 13 
do not give their names when asked reveals the belief that to 
have someone’s name gives some power over that one. 
5. It may be that this represents the infinitude of Christ and that 
we can never fully exhaust our learning of Him 
The truth is, no one knows. 
 
19:13 
A picture of both Isaiah 63:1-3 and Genesis 37:31 
His name is called the Word of God: In Jewish understanding, 
words were not mere sounds projecting forth for someone’s lips; 



rather they were energized and had the power to act. This is why 
when Esau begged that his father take back the blessing given 
unintentionally to Jacob, he could not. The power of the blessing 
was released to Jacob already. 
God’s creative power was released through His spoken word. 
It helps make sense of Hebrews 4:12; “For the word of God is 
living and active, sharper than any 2-edged sword”. 
 
19:14 
Much of scholarship does not see these armies as the Church 
(H.A. Ironside is a notable exception). They are dressed similarly 
as those in 19:8, except the Bride is dressed in linen bright and 
clean, not white and clean, as it is stated here. 
Most see the armies as angels, which Jesus referred to as ready to 
fight alongside Him in Matthew 26:53 where He told Peter to put 
away his sword. 
 
Their robes are still white and clean while Jesus’ is dipped in 
blood. This is additional evidence that they are angels, who do not 
experience bloodshed like the martyrs in heaven did. 
 
19:15 
The bad wine of the wedding banquet’s custom, referring to John 
2 
 
19:16 
This is the 3rd Name given in this chapter referring to Christ. 
1. The unknown Name of verse 12, referring to His limitless Being 
(Matthew 11:27) “No one knows the Son except the Father” 
2. The Word of God, referring to His incarnation as the visible 
representation of the divine trinity in John 1 
 
3. King of Kings and Lord of Lords; referring to His absolute 
sovereign rule and authority over and above all 
 
This Name is on His robe and on His thigh. Most likely not a tattoo 
on His skin but that it is written on the thigh of His robe. The thigh 
would be the most noticeable part of a rider on a horse since His 
thigh would be eye-level with those standing on the ground. 
Scholarship has little to say as to why this is written on His thigh, 
but… 
(Much more on this next week!) 
 
19:17,18 



A universal fulfillment of the complete defeat of God’s enemies as 
predicted by Ezekiel. 
See Ezekiel 39:4,5; 17-20 
 
19:19 
The incredible arrogance and stupidity of it all. What could allow 
them to have any confidence at all? 
 
19:20 
Where was the battle?!?!?! 
It’s just THAT simple with our omnipotent God. Do you see why 
we give Him our “Hallelujah’s”? 
The beast and the false prophet, as bad as it gets, are rendered 
into the lake of fire for eternal torment. 
 
19:21 
Then those who followed them were killed by the sword of His 
mouth. They are judged by His Word.  
 
How much does this intensify our beloved word from our beloved 
Lord, that “God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish, 
but have eternal life”.  
 
May we ever be agents of the Lord who bring this tender word of 
God’s mercy to all we know. 
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