
Revelation 18 
 
We met Babylon last chapter in the form of the Mother of Harlots. 
Is the Babylon of this chapter referring to the same city, or to 
something different? 
Arguments for the same include… 
1. Both are ruled by Antichrist 
2. Both are described in the feminine 
3. Both are blasphemous 
4. Both attack and kill the saints 
5. Both fornicate with kings 
6. Both are destroyed in judgment 
 
Arguments they are not the same include… 
1. 17 is described as a woman; 18 as a city 
2. 17 is identified with Rome (not coastal); 18 with being coastal 
3. 17 is religiously abhorrent; 18 is commercially so 
4. 17 is destroyed by the beast who once supported her; 18 is 
destroyed by God 
5. 17 is destroyed most likely half-way through the tribulation; 18 
at the end of it 
 
So, it is probably best to see 17 as religious Babylon with all her 
apostasies, and 18 as commercial Babylon with all its atrocities 
 
This is very consistent with Biblical prophecy 
Both are judged as wicked. 
 
18:1 
Some here argue for Christ, others an angel recently in God’s 
presence 
 
18:2 
A most pathetic state of a once great city. The residents and 
visitors of this city didn’t see it for what it was. It was fit for 
housing demons, foul spirits, and anything unclean 
 
Are you sensitive to the things in our cities which are being fitted 
for these things as well? 
 
The fact that ‘fallen’ is declared twice speaks to its certainty 
 
A.T. Robertson calls it ‘the dirge of the damned’ 
 



Think here of Jesus’ use of ‘verily verily’, or ‘truly truly’ 
 
18:3 
The citizens of Babylon participated in the acts of her kings’ 
fornication, becoming drunk in its wine. 
 
The merchants of the earth reaped profit in ungodly ways. 
We do this all the time  
 
18:4 
God always gives a call to rescue 
i. Depart! Depart! Go out from there, touch no unclean thing; go out 
from her, be clean, you who bear the vessels of the Lord. (Isaiah 52:11) 
ii. Flee from the midst of Babylon, and everyone save his life! (Jeremiah 
50:8) 
iii. My people, go out of the midst of her! And let everyone deliver 
himself from the fierce anger of the Lord. (Jeremiah 51:45) 
iv. Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what 
fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? (2 Corinthians 6:14) 
v. And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but 
rather expose them. (Ephesians 5:11) 
 
He rescues Adam and Eve 
Noah and his family 
Lot and his family 
Rahab and her family 
None were worthy on their own merits, but God is merciful 
 
Adam, Noah, Lot, and Rahab were all believers when the 
judgments came. And all lived in the midst of the sin (Adam and 
Eve beginning it). But all heard the voice of God over the voice of 
the harlot 
 
Study Lot’s progression: 
Genesis 13:12, 14:12; and 19:1 
The city is the soul writ large – Plato 
 
18:5 
‘reached to heaven’ other mss read that they ‘have been heaped 
up to heaven’ which is an allusion to the Tower of Babylon… very 
fitting here 
 
18:6 
The word ‘render’ implies a just and fair retribution 
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The double repayment was given in Exodus 22:9 as what a thief 
had to repay when he was caught. This implies the way that the 
merchants of Babylon became wealthy 
 
18:7 
This judgment on her pride is more in accordance with the lex 
taliones of the Old Covenant.  
She is guilty of the sin of the Laodicean church; see Revelation 
3:14-22 
 
18:8 
Her judgment coming in 1 hour resembles the words of Jesus that 
His hour had come. 
 
18:9,10 
Those whose sin caused the city’s destruction stand by 
commenting on it like they had nothing to do with it.  
We actually do this to each other in marriage. We help create the 
very person we are complaining about.  
We poison the waters that we ourselves drink from 
 
They weep and mourn over the loss of all that they counted 
precious. They lacked wisdom.  
They preferred Lady Babylon and her treasures over Lady Wisdom 
See Proverbs 8:1-11 
 
18:11-13 
All of this merchandise contains no necessities, only luxuries.  
The bodies and souls of men is still being traded today through 
our indulgences of prostitution, pornography, human trafficking, 
etc. They kill the souls of both the provider and the user. 
It is amazing how bodies and souls can be included in a list of 
merchandise 
This is the stinkin’ thinkin’ that allows abortion to happen 
 
18:14 
A sad statement on how the world just cannot satisfy 
It’s the water the Samaritan woman originally came for at the 
well; it is the food the disciples brought to Jesus. They make you 
hunger and thirst for more.  
Are you drawing your water from a Babylonian well? 
 
Hell is a place of eternally unfulfilled desires 
 



Compare to Psalm 23:1 
 
18:15-18 
They stand back for fear of her torment, not knowing that their 
hour is next. 
 
‘Alas, alas’… the double wording of certainty. They have just 
discovered that their life-long pursuits came to nothing. See 
Ecclesiastes 2:1-11 
 
18:19,20 
These verses display the balancing of the scales of God’s justice. 
Paul asked, “Is there unrighteousness with God?” 
He then answered his own question by stating, “Certainly not!” – 
Romans 9:14 
*A suggestion on the righteousness of hell… 
 
18:21 
The millstone delivers the enormous force of God’s justice. 
See Jeremiah 51:59-64 
See also, Matthew 18:6 
The causer of sin exceeds in guilt the doer of sin. 
 
18:22,23 
The words heard (used twice), found, and shine here remind us of 
Jesus’ warnings to us to avoid judgment. 
He who has an ear to hear, let him hear 
Whoever seeks, finds 
If the light in you is darkness (it shines no more), how great is that 
darkness 
 
18:24 
Those faithful unto death because of their testimony are found in 
the place of the guilty.  
But they do not remain there.  
See Revelation 7:13-17 
 
They have a better city waiting for them Hebrews 11:8-10 
 
Our story here is found in I Corinthians 15:50-58 
 
Let us be found today to be steadfast, immovable, and always 
abounding in the work of the Lord. Because, unlike the pursuit of 
worldly riches, this will never be done in vain. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


	Text1: 
	Text2: 
	Text3: 
	Text4: 


