
Revelation 17 
 
Widely differing views on Babylon’s identity.  
Is she spiritual Babylon or political Babylon, or both? 
Chapter 17 seems spiritual, chapter 18 political. 
 
We have seen the fall of Babylon in 14:8 and 16:9, so this 
judgment then would be describing that fall. Chronologically, 
chapter 19 follows chapter 16, and these 2 chapters in between 
are a parenthesis.  
But these previous chapters do not identify what Babylon is. 
That is left for our next 2 chapters. 
 
17:1,2 
The harlot is one who has broken faith with her husband. The 
many waters represent the world’s population.  
The harlot’s false religion, seen not just outside of Christendom, 
but within her walls as well. This was the reasoning for the 
Reformation, to rid the Church of her fornication.  
 
17:3,4 
The 7 heads are often associated with 7 forms of government, and 
the 10 horns with 10 successive kings.  
The woman is arrayed in a false beauty (false teaching), a 
counterfeit beauty meant to allure men away by disguising that 
which is true beauty (true teaching). She is trying to look like the 
New Jerusalem (Revelation 21:18-21) 
See (I Peter 3:3-6) 
 
The golden cup representing the sins of the world (the many 
waters which she sits upon) 
The cup that Jesus prayed away in the Garden, the cup that He 
drank down for our sins. 
 
This would be the cup of His blood, the cup that required His 
blood for our sakes. The cup that brought in the new and 
everlasting covenant. 
 
17:5 
Mystery, Babylon the Great 
Babylon comes from Babel, the name given to the city of rebellion 
in Genesis 11.  
Its founder was Nimrod Genesis 10:8-10 
 



His wife was known as Semiramis, and is credited with founding 
the Babylonian mysteries.  
She was aid to have given birth to Tammuz though still a virgin. 
Tammuz was considered the promised “Seed of the woman”.  
Tammuz was said to have been killed by a wild boar, and then 
raised to life again. 
This satanic, false representation of Jesus made its way 
throughout the world over the centuries. 
See Ezekiel 8:14; Jeremiah 44:15-17 and Zechariah 5:5-11 for 
Babylon as a wicked woman 
17:6 
For the moment, note John’s reaction to seeing the epitome of all 
evil throughout the ages; he marvels. 
 
17:7,8 
All sorts of debate arise in trying to identify the beast here. The 
resurrection language here seems to point more towards a 
philosophy that will regain popularity than a person. The 
reference to Babylon does as well.  
 
17:9 
This identity leads most to point to Rome. 
 
17:10,11 
Some postulate the 5 fallen kings to be those of… 
1. Egypt 
2. Assyria 
3. Babylon 
4. Medo-Persia 
5. Greece 
6. The one that is as Rome (in John’s day) 
7. The one yet to come would then be the revived Roman Empire 
8. The kingdom of Antichrist coming from the revived Roman 
Empire 
 
17:12-14 
During Antichrist’s reign, 10 kings will rule simultaneously for a 
brief period of time and give their authority to the beast, in order 
to battle Jesus. 
 
But He is their King, and their Lord. And there doesn’t appear here 
to be much of a struggle in Jesus’ victory. 
He is seen as a Lamb. This is why we love our Tortoise and the 
Hare stories. Or Rocky. 



 
17:15 
The waters are the peoples of the world 
 
17:16,17 
This alliance of 10 kings no longer needs the support of the 
apostate church and forms an alliance against her and brutally 
rids the earth of her. They give their authority to the beast, or 
Antichrist for political rule. 
This would be at the mid-point of the tribulation, when the 
temporary peace of the apostate church will be in harmony with 
its political rulers, but that ends here. 
See Revelation 13:5-8 and Daniel 11:36-39 
 
17:18 
She is Babylon, ecclesiastically. 
But there is another identification of who the Mother of Harlots 
is, and what happens with her. 
 
Let’s look again at her description, and why it is that John marvels 
at her. 
 
17:5-7 
We are being told the mystery 
 
17:9 
To understand this, we are called to exercise wisdom 
The wisdom of Solomon? 
Or, is there a greater wisdom to participate in? 
 
Luke 11:31 Jesus says of Himself, “a greater than Solomon is 
here”. 
 
What is this greater wisdom? 
Solomon’s wisdom is seen in Proverbs. 
 
Jesus’ is seen in John 8. 
 
Here, Jesus does not participate in the wisdom of Solomon, but 
engages in His greater wisdom, that of transformation. 
 
Let’s apply this greater wisdom to our text. 
 
17:9,10 



5 have fallen, one is, and one is yet to come… who must continue 
a short time 
 
See John 4:1-38 
The key is verse 17 
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