
Revelation 17 Part II: Babylon’s Harlot 
 
Revelation 17:1-10 
 
Things to note: 
 
17:1 
She sits on many waters 
 
17:4 
She is arrayed in purple and drinks from a cup of abominations 
and fornication 
 
17:6 
John’s marveling 
 
17:9 
There is a wisdom required for those who will understand the 
mystery of the woman 
 
17:10 
This speaks of 5 fallen kings, 1 current, and 1 to come who will 
stay a short time 
 
The angel tells John that to comprehend the mystery of the 
woman we must apply wisdom to our understanding 
 
So, who do we look to when it comes to wisdom? 
 
Solomon I Kings 3:4-12 
 
Solomon’s wisdom is summarized throughout Proverbs as the 
choice between 2 women 
Compare Proverbs 4:5-13 with 6:20-7:23 
 
Our spiritual heroes had to make these choices: 
Jacob with the beautiful Rachel and the unlovely Leah 
Joseph with Potiphar’s wife and Potiphera  
Moses with Zipporah and his sister 
Joshua with Rahab, see Joshua 2:8-14 
 
But then there’s Jesus 
Matthew 12:42 “Indeed, a greater than Solomon is here” 
 



 
 
 
 
But what constitutes this greater wisdom of Jesus? 
 
As Solomon instructed us in wisdom, he encourages us to flee 
from the adulterous woman, and the final proverb we encounter 
in Scripture introduces us to the woman we should seek marriage 
vows with… the woman of virtue 
 
But does Jesus do that? 
See John 8:2-11 
 
The greater wisdom of Jesus is that of transformation 
 
Romans 12:2 “Be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind” 
 
See John 4:1-40 
 
What does this mean?  
Jesus is greater than our Old Testament heroes. 
 
He is greater than Jacob because He can love the unlovely, and 
restore to them their true beauty 
 
He is greater than Joseph because He can turn the adulteress’ 
heart into the heart of the virtuous 
 
He is greater than Moses because He alone can rid us of the 
leprosy of our hearts to make us clean again 
 
He is greater than Joshua since He rescues all of us harlots out of 
the city of wickedness to marry Him and join Him in the 
blessedness of the New Jerusalem, a city whose Builder and 
Maker is God. 
 
Revelation 17:9,10 “Wisdom in action” 
Compare with 18:4 “Come out of her, My people” 
 
Who are My People? 
Romans 9:26 compare with 17:1 “many waters” 
Only Jesus and this harlot sit upon the waters, wear the purple 
and drink from the cup. 



 
Jesus takes on the judgment of this woman and all who will 
respond to His call to “come out of her” 
So, who is it that is beyond redemption? If it’s not Rahab 
(Hebrews 11:31) then it is no one. 
Jesus is the  
 
In Solomon’s frustration (with His wisdom) he declares that “there 
is nothing new under the sun” 
But Jesus is the who declares, “Behold! I make all things new!” 
21:5 
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