
Revelation 15 
 
A spiritual account of victory told through the language of the 
Exodus. We will be victorious as Israel was as they stood on the 
bank of the Jordan. Exodus 14 and 15. This followed the plagues 
upon Egypt for the deliverance of God’s people. 
 
7 angels with 7 last plagues 
Recalls Egypt’s plagues (7 of them because creation is in mind) 
Song of Moses replayed 
This is a preview of greater Exodus Jesus will accomplish (Mark 9). 
Where Peter failed to stand upon the sea, here we see will stand 
upon the sea 
 
Patterns of Exodus 14,15 where Rev. 8,9 recalled Jericho. 
End of Revelation recalls Eden. John is working backwards as we 
move forward in the book. 
As we move towards the end of the last book, we move back 
towards the beginning. 
It is a return to Paradise. 
 
15:1 
3 kai eidon’s vv. 1,2,5 
7 plagues, not 10 marks the Creator God recreating the world 
towards a new heaven and a new earth. 
 
Leviticus 26:21 “Then, if you walk contrary to Me, and are not 
willing to obey Me, I will bring on you 7 times more plagues, 
according to your sins”. 
 
The Greek word for wrath here is thymos, not the more common 
orge. Thymos indicates a volatile, passionate anger; opposed to 
orge meaning an anger from a settled disposition. Thymos 
appears 11 times in the NT, 10 of them here in Revelation.  
The rejection of God’s Son brings out the thymos in Him. 
 
It is finished (God’s wrath does not exist in the new heavens and 
new earth) 
 
15:2 
The victorious ones are standing upon the sea of glass. These are 
the tribulation martyrs. Although they died, they won. 
Recalls Peter’s adventure upon the sea (Matthew 14:22ff) 
 



15:3,4 
Either a song named after both Moses and the Lamb, or 2 
separate songs. The presence of the article before both songs 
indicates the latter is possible, but not necessary. These are not 
quite the songs of Exodus 15 or Deuteronomy 32. 
Here is a perfect combination of law and love and OT and NT. It 
celebrates God’s works, God’s ways, God’s worthiness, and God’s 
worship. ‘You’ and ‘Your’ are used 7 times demonstrating where 
the focus of worship truly is. 
15:5,6 
The heavenly Tabernacle. Here is where those who execute God’s 
judgment on the world are coming from, indicating the purity and 
holiness of these judgments. 
 
15:7 
The golden bowls are filled with what was in Jesus’ cup. 
The eternality of God makes works salvation impossible. 
It also makes the final state of believers and unbelievers eternal. 
 
15:8 
Lamentations 3:44; “You have covered Yourself with a cloud, that 
prayers should not pass through” 
Exodus 40:34,35 
Smoke hides the face of God. This is like hell. 
Judgment here is now declared to be irreversible. It is complete, 
never to be revisited.  
Hebrews 9:27; “And it is appointed to man to die once, but after 
this the judgment”. 
 
Revelation 16 
As chapters 8,9, and 11 brought us the 7 trumpets, recalling 
Jericho, so now we have 7 plagues that will recall the Exodus. Our 
final 2 chapters will use language recalling Eden’s paradisiacal 
Garden. 
John is walking us backwards through time to bring us back to 
Paradise (John 20) 
 
16:1 
This is God.  
Recall Revelation 11:14, because we are there now. 
The similarities between the bowl judgments and the trumpet 
judgments lead some to believe they are the same; the bowl 
judgments serving as an enlarged picture. But there are 
differences 



 
16:2 
The 1st bowl. 
Since they took the mark of the beast upon their flesh, now their 
flesh shall be marked by God with loathsome soars. 
The Septuagint (LXX) uses the same word for soars here as the 
word for boils in the Exodus plagues. 
 
16:3 
The 2nd bowl. 
This is upon the briny waters of the earth and reflects the 1st 
plague of Egypt as well as the 2nd Trumpet judgment. John 
MacArthur states of this bowl, “The transforming of the world’s 
seas into putrid pools of stinking death will be graphic testimony 
to the wickedness of man”. 
 
16:4-7 
The 3rd bowl. 
This horrible event stops all drinking water from being usable. It 
relates to the 3rd Trumpet. 
The end must be near since life is no longer sustainable at this 
point. 
The perfect righteousness of this judgment is declared by the 
angel in verse 6. 
It is more likely that verse 7 is referring to the souls under the 
altar from 6:9,10 and 8:3,4.  
 
The reaping and sowing thought holds here as well… 
“They thirsted after blood and massacred the saints of God; and 
now they have got blood to drink” (Clarke). 
 
16:8,9 
The 4th bowl. 
They blaspheme the name of God indicating they realize the 
source of their suffering and they know who it is they’ve 
offended. Yet, the human heart grows in anger rather than 
repentance. This shows our true nature apart from redemption. 
“The wishful thinking of some that men would repent if they only 
knew the power and righteous judgment of God is shattered by 
frequent mention in this chapter of the hardness of the human 
heart in the face of the most stringent and evident divine 
discipline”. 

 
- John F. Walvoord 



 
16:10,11 
The 5th bowl. 
Reminiscent of the 9th plague on Egypt and the 5th Trumpet blast. 
Jesus described hell as outer darkness, and this is a divine 
preview. 
The darkness that befell Jerusalem the very hour her Lord was 
slain was a preview. 
 
This serves as the antithesis of our call in Scripture to ‘see’ and to 
‘behold’ and of Jesus giving sight to the blind, bringing them into 
the light. Remember, as there is no darkness in the presence of 
God, this darkness grimly foreshadows the eternal darkness Jesus 
spoke about where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth, a 
place void of God’s mercy. 
 
“Judgment may produce a carnal repentance – a repentance that 
is of the flesh, and after the sinful nature of men. In this 
repentance the depravity of the heart remains the same in 
essence, though it takes another form in showing itself. Though 
the man changes, he is not savingly changed: he becomes another 
man, but not a new man. The same sin rules in him, but it is called 
by another name, and wears another dress. The stone is carved 
into a more slightly shape, but it is not turned into flesh. The iron 
is cast into another image, but it is not transformed into gold. This 
carnal repentance is caused by fear. Does not every thief repent 
of his robbery when he is convicted and sent to jail? Does not 
every murderer repent of his crime when he stands under the 
fatal tree?” 

 
- Charles Spurgeon  
 
Think here of Judas. 
Compare with Job. 
 
16:12 
The 6th bowl. 
Here, a way is prepared for God’s enemies to walk across dry 
ground. A reversal of the Exodus. 
Rome believed the Euphrates to be an impenetrable barrier 
against invasion from eastern empires. It was then estimated to 
be 1,800 miles long and ranging from 300-1,200 yards wide. 
Here, God simply dries it up (Psalm 20:7) 
Fulfillment of Psalm 2.  



 
16:13,14 
The anti-trinity, through demonic forces seen as frogs (loud and 
big-mouthed) and considered unclean, summon the kings of the 
earth for battle.  
The mouth is the instrument of judgment.  
Christ threatens the Laodicean church with being spewed out of 
His mouth.  
Christ is seen with the sword of judgment coming from His mouth. 
Here, God’s enemies’ issue a summons to defeat God and it ends 
up sounding like croaking. 
 
This is the 2nd of 3 great battles against God found in Scripture. 
The 1st was the battle of Gog of Magog (Ezekiel 38,39), this battle 
of Armageddon, and the final battle between Satan and God in 
Revelation 20.  
Here, the victor has been declared as it is called “that great day of 
God Almighty”. 
 
16:15 
A quick parenthesis is given to reassure the faithful to remain 
steadfast as Christ’s triumphant return is right ahead of them. 
It’s a call that’s familiar, in that Jesus told us in the Gospels of His 
arrival being unexpected like that of a thief. 
The garment imagery has been given to us in Genesis 3:21 and 
again in Matthew 22:1-14. 
Our garments are given to us by God. 
 
16:16 
Armageddon is from the Hebrew Har Megiddo, the Mount of 
Megiddo. 
This is an actual location of a city in northern Palestine. Many 
battles have already taken place here, such as Barak against the 
Canaanites in Judges 4 and Gideon defeated the Midianites here 
in Judges 7 and others. Saul and Josiah died here.  
This mount overlooks the Plain of Jezreel, which is 14 miles wide 
and 20 miles long. Napoleon called this region, “an ideal 
battleground for all the armies of the world”. 
 
16:17 
As Christ declared His work of redemption “finished” from the 
cross, we now hear the voice of God declaring judgment upon all 
who disregarded His Son’s sacrifice to likewise be done. 
 



16:18 
Some see the fulfillment of Hebrews 12:25-28 here.  
 
16:19 
The great city was divided into 3 parts. Not much, if any 
commentary is given on this.  
The city is most likely Jerusalem. And its division into 3 parts was 
seen on the cross, where Pilate decided to make known the great 
tragedy that man had accomplished in crucifying its King. He 
accomplished this by posting a sign, stating who was being killed. 
It read,  
‘“Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” Then many of the Jews 
read this title, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near 
the city; and it was written in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin.”’ 
 
The crucifixion of Jesus divided Jerusalem into 3 parts.  
They had become a people of confused languages like at Babel.  
Jesus unites them in their guilt at the cross. 
He will later reverse this curse at Pentecost. 
 
This is the bad wine from John 2. Jesus, as it turns out, did follow 
the wedding custom. 
 
16:20 
Estimated weight of 100 pounds. He is charging those who reject 
Jesus as Bridegroom with adultery. He is properly stoning them. 
See John 8. 
 
16:21 
Still, as ever, no repentance. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 


	Text1: 
	Text2: 
	Text3: 
	Text4: 
	Text5: 
	Text6: 


