
Revelation 13 
Our scene switches from heaven (chapter 12) to the earth. 
The Antichrist 
 
13:1 
We met Satan, in the form of the dragon, last chapter. Now we 
meet the Antichrist and false prophet. This is the Anti-trinity. 
This is the beast from Daniel 7:7,8 
The idea of this being the revived Roman Empire comes from this 
vision as with the vision of Nebuchadnezzar’s statue. See Daniel 
2:31-45 
The stone is seen in Luke 20:17,18 
 
The fact that he is seen rising out of the sea indicates to some that 
he will be a Gentile, as the sea often represents Gentiles. 
 
The sea also represents chaos.  
 
He has 7 heads and 10 horns, like the dragon, but he is clearly 
distinct from the dragon. 
The dragon is Satan, the beast is the Antichrist. 
Antichrist does not especially mean ‘against’ Christ, but more so 
‘in place of’ Christ. He will be appealing, rather than appalling.  
 
Those that take this to be the revived Roman Empire believe the 
sea which John mentions here is the Mediterranean Sea.  
This idea comes from the term “spirit of antichrist” as seen in I 
John 4:3 
 
 
Many take the 7 heads to be 7 successive kings from political 
history, while the 10 horns are kings who will rule under the 
future beast’s power (Revelation 17:10) 
So, this would be both a look backwards and forwards. 
 
Other names given this beast in Scripture are… 
Daniel 8:23 - The little horn  
Daniel 9:26 – The Prince who shall come 
Daniel 11:36-45 – The willful king 
John 5:43 (perhaps) – The one who comes in his own name 
 
13:2 
This is the vision from Daniel 7, but in reverse order. 



This is likely because Daniel was looking forward in time, while 
John is looking backwards. 
The swiftness of the leopard, combined with the crushing strength 
of the bear, combined with the fierceness and authority of the 
lion make this beast more dreadful than the others 
 
 
13:3 
Many see the healing from the mortal wound as the reviving of 
the Roman Empire.  
Others see it as a false resurrection of an individual, imitating 
Christ. Still others see it as both. 
 
 
It is more indicative of Scripture to identify the beast (Antichrist) 
as a man, since… 
a. he is worshipped as a god (13:4) 
b. an image of him is set up (13:12) 
c. he is identified by the number of man, 666 (13:18) 
d. he is damned and thrown into perdition (17:11) and the lake of 
fire (20:10) 
It is a consideration that this is a man, like Judas, possessed by 
Satan. This would explain the similarities and differences. 
 
13:4 
Jesus refused to do this in Matthew 4:8-10 
Verse 10 is perfectly clear what the expectation is. 
 
13:5,6 
The 42 months are the 3.5 years, of which some feel is the 1st half 
of the tribulation, others the 2nd half. 
 
He blasphemes God, His tabernacle, or dwelling place, and those 
who have already been raptured up to heaven, since they are now 
out of his reach. 
 
13:7 
The saints who are overcome here are the ones who were saved 
after the rapture of the Church. 
The beast does not overcome their faith, but rather he overcomes 
their physical lives (Matthew 16:18) 
 
13:8 



Like the former Roman Emperors, the beast will demand to be 
worshipped as a god. Residents of Rome were required to burn a 
pinch of incense before a statue of Caesar and declare “Caesar is 
lord”. Christians refused to say this, and instead would declare 
“Jesus is Lord” even unto their death. 
 
Worshipping the beast and having your name in the Lamb’s Book 
of Life are mutually exclusive possibilities. 
The Lamb was slain from the foundation of the world. Just like 
Jesus and the Father shared glory… the Father loved Jesus… the 
work of Jesus… the redeemed were chosen… our names  
 
 
were written… and the kingdom of heaven was prepared (John 
17:5; 17:24; I Peter 1:20; Ephesians 1:4; Revelation 17:8; and 
Matthew 25:34, respectively). 
 
13:9, 10 
Here is played out Galatians 6:7 “God will not be mocked; a man 
reaps what he sows”. 
Judas as pre-figurement of the Antichrist: 
Revelation 17:8 compare with John 17:12. Here, the word 
perdition connects Judas with this beast. 
John 12:1-8 Judas, like the Antichrist (Rev. 13:17), is in charge of 
the buying and selling. Judas wants to command the selling of this 
ointment for 300 silver pieces (denarii) which is its worth to Mary, 
but Judas will betray him for a tenth of that (the tithe of the 
Pharisees).  
John 13:21-29 Judas is the treasurer of the apostles, being to 
them the most trusted of them. He is sent away and they thought 
he was buying things for the feast. 
 
The False Prophet 
13:11 
This beast is of the earth (likely Jewish). He is an internal threat. 
Its appearance is like a lamb (harmless) but it speaks like a dragon 
(not harmless at all). This is pre-figured by Caiaphas.  
 
13:12-14 
As the dragon serves as an anti-father, the beast from the sea, or 
the Antichrist, serves as an anti-son, now the beast from the earth 
serves as an anti-holy spirit giving us an anti-trinity. 
 



He is a counterfeit of the Holy Spirit in that he directs worship to 
the Antichrist. His signs include fire from heaven (like the tongues 
of fire from the Holy Spirit) 
 
13:15-17 
This is the false prophet. He is pre-figured in the person of 
Caiaphas, Israel’s high priest in the days of Jesus. Caiaphas is the 
high priest who would slaughter the Passover lamb, but this year  
the Son of God will be His Lamb of slaughter. 
See John 11:49-52 
 
13:18 
Many have undertaken the task to identify the meaning of this 
number.  
This number only comes up in I Kings 10:14, compare with 
Deuteronomy 17:17 
The number represents one who will commit royal disobedience. 
Crazier attempts include the observation that there are 6 Roman 
numerals less than 666, I, V, X, L, C, and D. Added together they 
equal 666, making this beast Roman. Beast is mentioned in an evil 
way 36 times in the Bible. If you add the numbers 1-36 they equal 
666. 
So, our anti-trinity consists of Satan, as a false father, Judas as a 
pre-figurement of Antichrist or false son, and Caiaphas as pre-
figurement of the false prophet. This reminds us of Dt. 6:4. 
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