
Revelation 10 
 
This is another parenthetical section of Revelation that does not 
advance the text chronologically, but instead provides details of 
the moment between the 6th and 7th trumpets. 
 
This was true of the 6th and 7th seals and will be true of THE 6TH 
and 7TH bowls. 
 
This current pause in time will last through chapter 14. 
 
10:1-3 
 
10:1 
Some argue that this Angel is Christ. Others reject that. 
The rejection is mainly due to the fact that John does not worship 
this angel when he sees him, like he does at other times 
(Revelation 1:17). 
 
10:2 
Those that support the theory that this is Jesus cite… 
Acts 1:9-11 
Clothed with a cloud 
 
Rainbow on His head to recall the Noahic covenant. This would 
seem to indicate that God is dealing with both Jews and Gentiles 
here since Noah was neither, and the covenant made to him 
symbolized by the rainbow was for all mankind. Rainbows are 
shaped like weapon bows, and God points this one away from us. 
 
Acts 9:3; 22:6-11 
Face like the sun  
Revelation 1:15 
Feet like pillars of fire 
Left foot on the sea and right foot on the land 
The sea typically represents Gentiles and the land, Jews 
He has authority over both 
 
10:3 
Lion’s voice would relate Him to being the Lion of the Tribe of 
Judah 
7 thunders come from the voice of judgment from God Psalm 
29:3-6 



*It is argued by some that if this is Jesus, then why is He described 
as an Angel? 
They would argue that in the Old Testament, appearances of Jesus 
are described as appearances of the Angel of the Lord. But if this 
is true, then this is a picture of Jesus dealing with the Jews. Yet, 
the standing on the sea is a picture of Him also dealing with the 
Gentiles.  
It may be a picture of God’s dealing with the Jew first, then the 
Gentile. See also Romans 1:16 
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God, 
for the Jew first, then also for the Gentile” 

 
 
As God is not yet done with the Jew, Jesus appears here as He did 
in the Old Testament.  
 
This will incite them to ask the question prophesied by Zechariah 
13:6; “What are these wounds in thy hands?” 
And He will answer them, “Those with which I was wounded in 
the house of My friends”. 
 
“Then they will look upon Me whom they have pierced. Yes, they 
will mourn for Him as one mourns for an only Son, and grieve for 
Him as one grieves for a Firstborn.” 
Zechariah 12:10 
 
Then they will realize with the full assurance of their new-found 
salvation, that; 
“He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our 
iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by 
His stripes we are healed.” Isaiah 53:5. 
 
10:4 
Aren’t you dying to know what the 7 thunders spoke to John? 
Deuteronomy 29:29  
II Corinthians 12:1-4 
 
10:5-7 
“The mystery of God would be finished” 
Sovereignty vs. free will 
Predestination 
Why is there evil in the world? 
Where’s Waldo? 
 



All of these, the 7th trumpet will reveal as the Millennium gets 
ushered in 
 
10:8-10 
Resembles Ezekiel 3:1-3 
The seems to speak of the wonder and beauty of the Word we 
have upon receiving the its flute-like music. 
-But the Word also commands our obedience and a testimony 
against our own sufficiency and goodness, and plays to us like the 
dirge. See Luke 7:31-34 
Consider John, who enjoyed the fullness of sweet fellowship with 
His God here on earth, yet is at these moments confined to a 
prison-island with just memories of his martyred friends. 
-We are to digest the Word of God, in its totality  
John 4:32 says Jesus’ food is to do His Father’s will. 
 
 
Psalm 119:11 “Thy Word I have hid in my heart, that I might not 
sin against Thee”. 
 
It is both a lamp unto our feet (Tells us immediately who we are 
and where we stand) 
And a light unto our path (Tells us where we are going) 
Psalm 119:105 
 
10:11 - The rest of Revelation will fulfill this command to John 

 
Revelation 11 
 
11:1 
As we subscribe to the literal interpretation of this book, this 
temple would be a third temple in Jerusalem, following Solomon’s 
temple, destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar in 586BC, and the 2nd 
temple destroyed by Titus in AD 70. Currently, the Muslim Dome 
of the Rock stands where these temples stood, and it figures to be 
the location of this 3rd, re-built temple. 
 
There is an interesting Jewish understanding of what is being 
measured here. Some see the temple here as the body of 
believers.  
Revelation 3:12 says that the victorious will be made a pillar in 
the temple.  



Since this is the 1st mention of the temple in Revelation, they see 
that as a template for understanding the temple in later passages 
as well.  
This hermeneutic is known as the principle of 1st occurrences.  
They also refer to 11:4 where the 2 witnesses are referred to as 
lampstands, articles of furniture within the temple. 
The Greek word for measuring rod here also means a staff, with 
which a shepherd would take measure of his flock (consider Psalm 
23:4) 
Ephesians 4:13,16 speaks of maturing to the measure of Christ 
II Corinthians 10:12 also speaks of measuring as it regards people. 
 
11:2 
The outer court was the court of the Gentiles and may refer to the 
land that the Gentiles, after the Rapture, are occupying 
 
11:3 
It is largely agreed that these 1,260 days are the last 3.5 years of 
the tribulation, known as the Great Tribulation, or Daniel’s 70th 
week 
 
11:4 
The olive oil represents the Holy Spirit and the Lampstands the 
light that overcomes the darkness. 
It is a picture from Zechariah 4:1-14 
 
11:5,6 
Much debated is the identity of these 2 witnesses, 
1. Moses and Elijah – this is for the obvious reason that their 
descriptions of power match those of Elijah (the power to 
withhold rain) and Moses (power to change water to blood and 
the other plagues)  
 
2. Enoch and Elijah – As Hebrews 9:27 states that “it is appointed 
for man to die once”, these 2 men never died, but were translated 
into heaven alive. It may be because their one appointment with 
death will be later in this chapter. 
3. Some suggest that it is neither of these options, but 2 separate 
people that will be raised up in the last days. 
 
11:7,8 
The beast is largely agreed upon to be Satan.  
There is not much mystery as to the identity of this awful city. It is 
Jerusalem. What is the great sin of Jerusalem that has them 



described as 2 of the most sinful places in biblical history? They 
rejected their Messiah and missed the time of His visitation. 
 
11:9,10 
This is one of the boldest scenes in world history of the hatred the 
human heart, left to its own devices, has against God. The 
testimony of these two was so convicting, and the heart of the 
world so resisting, that a global celebration erupts when the last 2 
witnesses to God and His love lie dead in the streets of Jerusalem. 
 
11:11 
But these final 2 witnesses are not done witnessing yet. Their 
resurrection does not seem to cause repentance in those that 
witnessed it. It only caused fear. 
See Luke 16:27-31 
 
11:12,13 
The ascension of the 2 witnesses and/or the earthquake (most 
likely just the latter) causes the proper fear response in the 
people. 
The fear of the LORD is not just exhibiting awe and respect that is 
due Him, it is also recognizing that He is not to be disregarded at 
any time. See also Luke 12:4,5 
 
11:14 
 
This earthquake completes the 2nd woe. Now the 3rd woe, 
contained in the 7th trumpet, which likewise contains the 7 bowls 
is about to begin. 
 
11:15-18 
According to many, this 7th trumpet blast ushers in the Millennial 
reign of Christ, and the worship appropriate for such an occasion 
as mankind has longed for throughout our entire history. 
In verse 18, the word for anger and wrath come from the same 
Greek work οργή, (orge), highlighting the impotence of man’s 
anger and the omnipotence of God’s wrath in comparison.  
See also Psalm 2 
 
11:19 
This verse may fit better with chapter 12, or it may be to compare 
the temple of v. 1 with this. 
The former on the earth, the latter in heaven. 
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