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A 
relationship

with
Jesus

WELCOME TO CALVARY! 
We truly love this season, as we get to be part of 
God’s redemptive work during the holidays, seeing so 
many new faces each year step onto our campuses for 
the first time to hear the gospel. We also get to bring 
the hope of Jesus into our neighborhoods and around 
the world through Love South Florida, Operation 
Christmas Child, and our birthday gift for Jesus.

Suzanne and I would like to invite you to get in the story 
and make an eternal impact this holiday season. We’re 
looking forward to celebrating another Christmas with 
you and remembering how Jesus left heaven to come 
set us free and make a way for us to be part of His 
family. We’ll also get to discover how we can walk in that 
freedom Christ came to give us through our study in 
the Book of Galatians before diving into the nature and 
power of prayer in November.

We hope this holiday season will be filled with joy, 
rest, love, and blessing as we share the hope of Christ 
with people across the globe, in our cities, and in our 
communities.

In Christ,

Doug and Suzanne Sauder

changes
everything!
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GIVING + RECEIVING = 

BLESSING

A little girl from Guyana showing  
off her new jewelry, plastic rings 
often used to decorate cupcakes  
in America. 
Photo by Bonnie and Roger Travis, Calvary 
lead volunteers for Operation Christmas Child.



The Blessing of Giving

Last year, our church gave food boxes 
through FoodShare’s Thanksgiving outreach 
to almost 300 families. More than 450 
people volunteered that day, going out in 
teams of 3-5 people all over Broward, North 
Dade, and South Palm Beach Counties.   

“This was very eye-opening for the kids 
and us,” said Diana Mungal, who together 
with her husband Rajesh and children went 
on their first outreach last year during the 
Thanksgiving holiday. They visited two 
families and were blessed by the exchange—
giving exactly what it is we all wish to receive: 
love and kindness.  

“We were so happy and blessed that 
God used us to touch the lives of these 
great families. In both homes, we met 
with amazing people who shared their life 
experiences and struggles. We prayed with 
them and did our best to guide them back to 
rebuilding their lives.” 

The second family they visited was 
getting ready to go to church when the 
Mungal family arrived with a box filled with 
Thanksgiving goodies, including a turkey 
and all the trimmings. The Mungal’s shared 
how wonderful it was to see that despite 
this family’s circumstances their faith was 
inspiringly strong. They were so blessed by 
the experience they planned another visit. 

The Blessing of Receiving

For more than two decades, Calvary 
has partnered with Samaritan’s Purse’s 
Operation Christmas Child gift-filled shoebox 
outreach. Last year, you donated over 
15,000 shoeboxes! Never knowing who 
the recipients might be, but trusting God 
does, Calvary’s volunteers joined more than 
500,000 volunteers worldwide as they set out 
to be part of The Great Commission. 

Last Christmas, a little girl from Guyana 
received a gift-filled shoebox from Operation 
Christmas Child and immediately something 
very colorful caught her eye: a little bag with 
rings! Now, these were not the kind you put on 
your fingers, but rather, decorating rings you 
put on cupcakes, but she didn’t care. She was 
so excited with her collection that she went 
around saying, “See my rings, see my rings?”
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GIVING + RECEIVING = 

BLESSING

Our church gave food boxes through 
FoodShare’s Thanksgiving outreach to 
almost 300 families.
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Easter Highlights

M I N I S T R Y  H I G H L I G H T S

Multi-Generational Discipleship  
Over Cupcakes
This past May, a sweet exchange took place as a group of Calvary 
Christian Academy high school seniors from a Home Economics 
class and a group of active members from our Seasoned Adults 
Ministry participated in a fun bake off. While the drama didn’t rival 
that of the more popular cooking shows you may see on TV, that 
was not the objective. The heart behind this endeavor was ministry.

Connecting the youth with older adults showed that learning 
and love transcends age. “He told me about his life, and I was so 
inspired by it,” said a high school student, who also inspired the 
older generation at his table. 

A similar sentiment was shared by one of the elders, too: “It made 
me feel special to know the CCA students wanted to do this with 
us. I had so much fun. Thank you for allowing the seniors to love on 
the seniors today. When can we do this again?” 

It’s our goal to continue seeing and fostering environments where 
multi-generation relationships are formed among the people of our 
church and community, enabling spiritual growth as discipleship 
and mentorship take place.  

Vision 2023 has seen 
our church family grow, 
not only in numbers but also in spiritual 
maturity. What do we do? Why do we do it? 
We believe following Jesus’ commandment 
to “Love one another; as I have loved you” 
answers both questions.

Here are some  
ministry highlights . . .
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Reaching our Elders with the Love of Christ
“Many of the patients who live in nursing homes feel a sense of being 
abandoned, left out, unincluded, unheard—like nobody cares about 
them,” said Kelly Nothnagle, executive campus pastor at Calvary 
Boynton Beach, who joined our Calvary volunteer team on the 
Saturday before Mother’s Day at Hamlin Place, a convalescent home 
in Pompano Beach. “Our team is really showing the love of Jesus by 
showing up every week and saying, ‘You matter. I care about you. 
God has not forgotten about you.’”

Since Vision 2023’s Elderly Care Team started last year, one of the 
teams in place, led by volunteers James Yerrill and Audrey Debien, 
along with their respective teams, have been loving on the residents 
of Hamlin Place and Discovery Village every weekend.

“James and Audrey invited me to come and visit, and right away I felt the 
incredible family ties they had formed,” said Nothnagle. “Watching them 
interact with one another was amazing. They knew all the residents 
by name, their personalities, and quirks. They also knew each other’s 
stories, and about their kids and extended families. It was fun to watch 
how they joked with one another, and great to hear them talk about 
what they did that week and the plans they had for the next.”

This was no ordinary “ministry call,” Nothnagle recalled, but a very 
personal connection. Having a background in music, he brought his 
upright bass and helped Yerrill set up the small band that was to play 
a mix of folk songs and older hymns. One by one, the Calvary team 
brought in about 20 residents into the banquet hall. So happy to be 
entertained, many of them clapped to the music, and those who knew 
the songs also sang along. All had smiles on their faces, and after they 
played about 12 songs, Nothnagle shared a brief Mother’s Day message. 

What these elderly people needed the most they received—one-on-
one time and attention and the acknowledgement that although they 
are in the last phase of their lives, they are very much alive and loved.

Demonstrating God’s love to His older children is good. Look around 
you, find an older person in your life, and show them how much they 
matter to you and God. You can also join Vision 2023’s Elder Care 
Vision Team to share the hope and love of Christ to somebody in your 
community. 

Ramp48: Reaching the Next  
Generation with the Love of Christ
Ramp48 has created a safe place for people to skate. 
It’s the only indoor skatepark in South Florida. So, it’s 
very important to create a space where people can 
come, have fun, and feel comfortable. Here, everybody 
skates together. There’s no separation of ages, gender, 
or skill-set. Really, that’s the beauty and ingenuity of the 
park. The younger learn from the older; the older are 
encouraged by the younger.

A ministry of Calvary Chapel, for over a decade people 
have been enjoying the ramps, skate bowls, and the 
ministry that takes place inside the large warehouse-
type setting. Both the Tuesday night Bible studies 
and Wednesday night Alpha leadership program have 
been tools in God’s hands to reach skaters in their own 
backyard and in their own language. The only thing that 
was missing was air conditioning. But, not anymore!

 “We’ve been praying for AC for a while and now that we’re 
getting it, I’m so excited for the people who come to skate 
at Ramp48,” said Brandon Herbert, Ramp48 manager. 
“There’s ministry happening here. And this is a cool place 
to hang out with your family and friends, and now it’s really 
going to be cool!”

Improving the skatepark is important, and the air 
conditioner is only the beginning of what’s to come. More 
one-on-one discipleship, a new fellowship area in the lobby 
where Bible studies and ministry can take place, and a 
redo of the street course to make it more challenging for 
locals. That’s a big part of it. “We want the skaters to feel 
like they’re at home,” said Herbert. “A few years from now, 
when some of these kids are adults, we want them to look 
back at this space as the place where they met God for the 
first time, and He changed their lives forever.”

Ramp48 needs to raise approximately $75,000 dollars for 
additional renovations to its space and the street course. 
If you feel God’s tug in your heart to give to this outreach 
project and the ministry happening here, please go to 
CalvaryFTL.org/Give (under Fund, select Kingdom Builders). 

3,100+
FIRST-TIME
GUESTS IN THE
LAST YEAR
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P R AY  |  G I V E  |  S E R V E

There’s a great need for the demonstration of 
empathy in this day. By definition, empathy means 
to have compassion for someone or the ability to 
understand somebody else’s needs or feelings.

 God’s Word describes this as love.

“Love your neighbor  
                            as yourself.”         
                       —Matthew 22:39 (NIV)

In this season of giving, there’s no better time to 
exercise this RADICAL LOVE . . . to open up our 
homes, deliver meals to families, and show the 
love and compassion of JESUS to our neighbors 
in need.

 

This November, our church—along with many 
other churches throughout Dade, Broward, and 
Palm Beach counties—will be participating in a 
campaign called Love South Florida. Our first 
opportunity to be part of this amazing initiative is 
through our FoodShare Ministry.

To the right is a list of non-perishable food items 
that you can give to those in need. For more 
information about food donations or FoodShare, 
please contact Tim Young at 954-556-4247 or 
e-mail TimY@CalvaryFTL.org. 

CalvaryFTL.org/FoodSHARE

EMPATHY IS AN 
ACTION VERB
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Thanksgiving Shopping List

❍ Boxed Pie Crust

❍ Mix Canned Pumpkin Pie

❍ Gravy

❍ Instant Mashed Potatoes

❍ Boxed Stuffing 

❍ Cranberry Sauce  

❍ Canned Vegetables

Year-Round Shopping List

❍ Beans

❍ Boxed Pasta

❍ Boxed Potatoes

❍ Canned or Dry Soups 

❍ Canned Fruits 

❍ Canned Juices 

❍ Canned Meats  

❍ Canned Pasta 

❍ Canned Stews & Chili  

❍ Canned Tuna & Salmon 

❍ Canned Vegetables

❍ Hot & Cold Cereals 

❍ Juice Boxes 

❍ Packaged Pasta  

❍ Plastic Jars of Peanut Butter

❍ Plastic Jars of Jelly 

❍ Pancake or Waffle Mix 

❍ Rice (Dry or Instant) 

❍ Syrup

Drop-off Locations

Fort Lauderdale: East and West Sanctuary Entrances or West Parking Lot;
Calvary Christian Academy (CCA) Front Office Hallway

Boca Raton: East and West Sanctuary Entrances

Boynton Beach: Connection Point

Hollywood: Welcome Center — Sundays or Wednesdays

North Lauderdale: Information Booth

Plantation: Connection Point

West Boca: Information Booth

Donations will be accepted before and after each service or during church 
office hours.

Show the love of 
Jesus and help those 
in need by donating 
the nonperishable 
food items listed to 
the right.



What is #LoveSFL?
Love South Florida is a month-long outreach  
powered by Church United and the churches 
of Broward County. Our goal is to spread the  
gospel and share the love of Jesus throughout  
South Florida.

What is our church doing 
to participate?
Visit CalvaryFTL.org/LoveSFL to read up on 
the ways you can be part of what our church family 
will be doing together. We believe God is going to 
accomplish great things through His people as we 
pray for, give to, and serve our community!
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Check out the amazing impact  
we were able to have last year  

through your generosity!

Pray for your community. Three pounds  
of food.

Volunteer one hour  
per week.

Pray Give Serve

Commit to praying along with us for 
the various outreaches and all those 
who will hear the gospel and be 
impacted by the work of hundreds of 
churches throughout South Florida.

Blessing others is one of the most tangible 
ways we can reflect the character of Jesus. 
By donating food items, you will provide 
for families and food pantries in our 
community. 

Thanksgiving Food Drive
Now Thru November 14
You can give by donating food items for our 
Thanksgiving food drive, which will provide 
Thanksgiving meals to those in need. Food 
donation lists and drop-off  
locations can be found on page 9 or online at 
CalvaryFTL.org/FoodShare.

In November, you can get in the story by 
serving for one hour per week—that’s only 
four hours for the month—either individually 
or in a group. You can serve at your favorite 
local organization or as part of an outreach. 
To find out about our outreach opportunities 
or for a list of additional serving ideas, 
stop by our Love South Florida table this 
November or visit  
CalvaryFTL.org/LoveSFL.



“ For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm 
therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke  
of slavery.”—Galatians 5:1 (ESV)

V3   l  CONNECTING PEOPLE TO GOD
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FALL TEACHING SERIES
September 21–November 10
Discover the amazing freedom we have in Jesus and how we 
can practically walk in and enjoy that freedom every day though 
this seven-week study.

To find out more, or to catch up on this powerful series,  
visit CalvaryFTL.org/Galatians.
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YouVersion Live Events
Follow along with us and take notes during weekend 
services on YouVersion! To find our notebook, 
open the YouVersion Bible app, click “More,” then 
“Events,” and select your campus. 

Starts November 16
This November, along with dozens of churches across South 
Florida, we invite you to take an unsinkable journey with us 
through a special series that explores the core truths upon 
which Christianity and the Church itself are built. Discover the 
source of truth, the power of the gospel, and the great mission 
that unites us all!

Four-Week Topical Teaching Series



IMPERFECT
CHRISTMAS
P E R F E C T  G I F T

Christmas
ser vices

Let’s be honest . . . there’s a lot of pressure 

surrounding Christmas. Most of us dream of that 

perfect, storybook version of the holiday and try so 

hard to make it come true. But it never quite turns 

out that way, and reality can sometimes end up to 

be a mix of unmet expectations and frustration. But 

it doesn’t have to be this way. Christmas shows us 

we don’t have to be perfect or have it all together 

for God to love us! 

Come experience the joy and wonder of Christmas 

as we celebrate the birth of Jesus, God’s perfect 

gift to us, and discover how He meets us in our 

imperfections and changes our lives.

BOCA RATON 
SAT, DEC 21 • 6:15PM

SUN, DEC 22 • 9:15AM & 11:30AM

TUES, DEC 24 • 2PM, 4PM & 6PM

BOYNTON BEACH
SUN, DEC 22 • 9:30AM & 11:30AM

TUES, DEC 24 • 4PM & 6PM

FORT LAUDERDALE
SAT, DEC 21 • 4PM, 6PM & 8PM (SPANISH)

SUN, DEC 22 • 9AM, 11AM & 1PM

TUES, DEC 24 • 4PM, 6PM & 8PM

HOLLYWOOD 

SUN, DEC 22 • 10AM

TUES, DEC 24 • 6PM

NORTH LAUDERDALE 
SUN, DEC 22 • 10:30AM

TUES, DEC 24 • 5PM

NORTH MIAMI
SUN, DEC 22 • 10AM

PARKLAND
SUN, DEC 22 • 10AM 

TUES, DEC 24 • 5PM
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  birthday
   gift
    for
  Jesus

On Christmas, we celebrate the birth of 

Jesus. And as we all know, no birthday 

party would be complete without a 

gift! But what can we get for the Lord? 

What gift can we bring that’s fit to 

give our King? In Matthew 25:40 (NIV), 

we get a glimpse into the kind of gift 

Jesus wants from us: “Truly I tell you, 

whatever you did for one of the least 

of these brothers and sisters of mine, 

you did for me.”

For the third year in a row, as our 

church gives a birthday gift to Jesus, 

we have the opportunity to radically 

change people’s lives and futures and 

make a difference on a global scale. 

Let’s both bless and demonstrate the 

heart of Jesus by generously giving 

to help those who need it most—the 

marginalized, oppressed, hurting, and 

defenseless. 

Donations can be made starting 

December 7. Look out for the Birthday 

Gift for Jesus envelopes that will be 

stuffed in your Connection, or visit 

CalvaryFTL.org/Give (under Fund, 
select Global Outreach).

2017

2018

2019

We helped defend 
women and children from 

violence through the 
Andean Region Project.

Find out what we’re 
giving to Jesus this 

year on Christmas Eve!

We helped refugees 
in crisis through the 
Made Clean Project.

2019

PLANTATION
SAT, DEC 21 • 6:15PM

SUN, DEC 22 • 9:15AM & 11:30AM

TUES, DEC 24 • 4PM & 6PM

WEST BOCA
SUN, DEC 22 • 9:15AM & 11:15AM

TUES, DEC 24 • 6PM

F O R  C A M P U S - S P E C I F I C  D E T A I L S , 
C H I L D C A R E  I N F O ,  O R  V O L U N T E E R  
O P P O R T U N I T I E S ,  V I S I T  

CalvaryFTL.org/Christmas.
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C O N N E CT I N G 
P E O P L E  TO  
O U T R E AC H

Top: Calvary Chapel partnered with Samaritan’s Purse in 
response to the devastation caused by 2017’s Hurricane Irma 
to South Florida and the Florida Keys. This effort mobilized 
hundreds of volunteers and was spearheaded by Outreach 
Director Stephanie Gunderson only a few months into her 
new role.

Left: The Calvary team, including Stephanie, serving with the 
Made Clean Project leaders in Lebanon.
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Some people are inspired by a reserve of inner strength, others by trials and 
challenges. Stephanie  Gunderson, director of Calvary Chapel Fort Lauderdale’s 
Outreach Ministry, is inspired by both, but mostly by the latter.

Ten years ago, after working in Corporate America for many years, Gunderson joined 
4KIDS as director of volunteers. That three-year experience propelled her to take another 
step into the life of ministry, overseeing Calvary Chapel Fort Lauderdale’s Sports Ministry. 
But how does a mother of two teenagers go from directing volunteers to raising up 
sport leaders, and then find herself in a position attempting to direct Calvary’s Outreach 
Ministry, as well as its Crisis Response Team? Like all ministry leaders, hard work, 
intelligence, determination, trust, obedience, and prayer certainly played a role, but so did 
the support and guidance provided by Lead Pastor, Doug Sauder and Pastor Paul Walker.   

They saw in her a passion to raise up leaders, and that together with her 
organizational and administrative skills, made her perfect for the job. “We 
have some strong gifted people here—Ana Steele, overseeing global missions 
and international strategic partnerships and Jared Stefani overseeing local 
outreach,”  said Gunderson. “My hope is to be a servant leader and lift them 
up so they can continue to execute what the Lord has asked them to do. And 
that is to equip the body to understand how to love their neighbor, and those in 
Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the ends of the earth. Because, after all, that is 
our Vision 2023 mission—to multiply disciples.”

“ My hope is to be a servant leader and lift them up 
so they can continue to execute what the Lord has 
asked them to do.”

Through many people’s guidance and discipleship, Gunderson has not only 
excelled at her job, but has faced the daily challenges of it. Like dealing with 
sensitive issues, putting out fires, and making quick decisions, in particular, 
during a threat of a storm or when South Florida is going through one.

“I know it sounds strange, but I think most clearly at times like that,” she 
professed. And as she explained it, certainly, a college education and life 

experiences may form your backbone and establish your skill tool set, but sometimes 
in life you get to the point where there’s no past field experience, no present logical 
solution, just a trust in God that He’s going to give you the answer, and you’ll obey His 
direction. 

It’s no coincidence that Gunderson is successful at what she does. At home, like at 
work, she has an incredible support system. She’s been married to her husband Kevin 
for 23 years, and it’s very common to see them serving together with their kids at 
Calvary. Together, they fostered a teenager named Arlisha and hosted an international 
student from China by the name of Flora. Both attended CCA and are now pursuing 
college careers.

As for any future challenges, Gunderson has an open hand to whatever God leads her in 
next. “God uses us for different reasons,” she said. “His purpose for me is to serve and lift 
up other leaders so they can be the best He’s called them to be. Having a healthy church 
that understands our mission—to make disciples and multiply disciples—is key for me. If 
we can continue to get the information out and help people understand what the needs 
are in the community and how they are such an important part of that, then that’s when 
multiplication and replication happens, and God’s mission shines.” 

To learn more about outreach at Calvary,  
see pages 26-27 or visit CalvaryFTL.org/Outreach. 

–Stephanie Gunderson, Outreach Director
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Loneliness is one of those conditions everyone experiences during some 
season of life. You don’t have to be alone to feel lonely. For many, the holiday 
season only serves to heighten those feelings.

Sadly, despite living in the most connected period in human history, people 
are lonelier than ever before. It’s been said that we’re the most connected/
disconnected people in human history. We may be surrounded by people, 
we may have hundreds or thousands of “friends” and “followers,” and yet feel 
completely alone.

According to the Surgeon General, there’s a loneliness epidemic. A recent 
article from Slate uncovered, “The increased mortality risk (of social 
isolation) is comparable to that from smoking. And loneliness is about twice 
as dangerous as obesity . . . Loneliness is breaking our hearts, but as a 
culture we rarely talk about it.” 

So, what can be done about this, Church? The solution is God and His 
people, the Church, the body of Christ! Here are four “togethers” from the 
Bible that show why being part of a community of believers is vital in helping 
overcome loneliness.

4 WAYS BEING  
IN COMMUNITY  
CAN HELP US 
OVERCOME 
LONELINESS

1 2 3      In community, we find  
COMFORT together.

1 Corinthians 1:4

We believe in true Christ-centered 
community, lives are changed. As 
people who have experienced the 
work of God and received His comfort 
in difficulties, we’re not only uniquely 
positioned to be able to walk through 
trials with others, but to also experience 
the peace, joy, and comfort that comes 
from having a group of people walk with 
us through our trials.

As we walk through the highs and lows 
of life, having a group of believers to 
do life with can make all the difference. 
Whether in celebration or grief, they’re 
with you. Here at Calvary, we have 
specific support groups designed to 
walk through difficult seasons. So, 
whether you’re afflicted with cancer, 
AIDS, or chronic pain, walking through 
a divorce, or experiencing depression, 
we’re here for you! 

           In community, we find 
STRENGTH together.

Galatians 6:2

Have you ever seen someone trying 
to lift a weight at the gym that was 
just too heavy to lift, and then some 
kind person notices and goes over to 
help? Think about that moment. A total 
stranger rushes over to help carry the 
weight of another person. That’s what 
disciples should do for one another. 

We’re stronger together, better together, 
and we can walk deeper in the power 
of Jesus together. In true Christian 
community, burdens are not carried 
alone; instead, we share our strength 
as we draw strength from Christ. On 
our own, in isolation and loneliness, we 
can often feel weak, powerless, and 
paralyzed, but when we endeavor to 
walk together, we find strength.

           In community, we find  
WORSHIP together.

Ephesians 5:19

Have you ever gone to a Christian 
concert together with a group of 
friends? Being able to hear 20,000 
people in unison singing to the Lord, 
passionately worshiping Him, makes you 
feel connected to everyone in the arena, 
like everyone is sharing one voice and 
one heart . . . a picture of heaven. 

There’s something truly beautiful and 
paradigm-shifting about coming into 
the presence of the Lord surrounded 
by your community. We all need to 
find a group we can truly worship 
alongside, people we can attend 
service with, people who will inspire 
us to draw nearer to His heart and 
presence daily.

If you’re not in a group or serving together in community, take the step today. Don’t let fear of rejection or discomfort or 
inconvenience stand in the way of one of the most life-giving and life-changing aspects of being in Christ. Together, 
we can overcome loneliness; together we can find true acceptance, belonging, and satisfaction in this life as we grow 
together in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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If you need support this 
holiday season, here  
are a few opportunities 
for you to be part of: 

DivorceCare: Surviving the Holidays  
Boca Raton: Tuesday, November 19, 6:30pm 
Fort Lauderdale: Wednesday, November 20, 6:30pm

GriefShare: Surviving the Holidays 
Fort Lauderdale: Saturday, November 16, 2pm
Boca Raton: Wednesday, November 20, 6:45pm

For a list of support groups, see page 39.

4

Visit JoinAGroup.org  
to find a group in your area.

             In community, we find  
PURPOSE together.

Hebrews 10:24

It’s so tempting to take the easy route 
and simply come to church every once in 
a while, completely undetected, and then 
just go back to our regular lives without 
having talked to anyone or built any 
meaningful connections. However, we’re 
really missing out when we do this.

In community, we’re able to discover 
our purpose and help one another 
accomplish it. When we do this, Paul 
says, “This will continue until we all 
come to such unity in our faith and 
knowledge of God’s Son that we will be 
mature in the Lord, measuring up to the 
full and complete standard of Christ” 
(Ephesians 4:13 NLT).
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For more info, to join a short-term mission 
trip,or to sponsor a trip so others can go,  
visit CalvaryFTL.org/Missions  
(select Support a Mission Trip). 

MAKE A  
GLOBAL IMPACT

Do you want to influence people for the gospel and be used  
by God to change the world? Are you looking for a way 

to make a positive difference? Be part of one of our short-term 
mission teams!

Every year, we see God use ordinary people in extraordinary ways 
to bring hope and change lives around the world. In 2020, we’ll 
be headed to various destinations, each with a different area of 
ministry focus, to share the love and hope of Jesus, meet needs, 
and support the work God is doing in these countries.

Take a step of faith and allow God to use you to touch a different 
people group with the tangible love of Jesus Christ as part of one of 
our 2020 mission teams!

Cuba
February

Mexico
March

Bahamas
March  

Middle School Trip

Colombia
June

Where Is God 
Calling You? 

Pray about your 
participation in one  

of these trips:

Guatemala
June

El Salvador
June 

High School Trip

Perú
June

South Africa
September

Italy
Summer
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v4   l MISSIONS WEEK 2020

January 15–19, 2020
“ Go therefore and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all things that I have 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, 
even to the end of the age.”   
                                      —Matthew 28:19–20 (NKJV)

Find out how you can get in the story and be part of 
something amazing and life-changing. Get a closer look 
at how God is reaching the lost and the least of these 
around the world through ordinary people who said, “I 
will go!” Meet missionaries from various countries and 
hear their stories, learn about God’s heart for justice, 
and discover how you can share your faith with people 
of many cultures who live in our local communities.

GET IN THE GLOBAL STORY

To find out more, and to see a 
full calendar of events taking 
place throughout the week, visit 
CalvaryFTL.org/MissionsWeek.

MISSIONS WEEK
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REVOLUTIONIZING  
THE MISSION FIELD

“ But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit  
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and  
to the ends of the earth.”—Acts 1:8 (NIV) 
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Go and make disciples.
Calvary Chapel Fort Lauderdale’s mission statement plainly proclaims the Great 
Commission. It’s one of the most significant passages in the Bible. And while it’s the last 
recorded instruction Jesus gave His disciples, it’s the beginning of faith in action for all 
Christians.

For centuries, Christians who heard the call “to go”! have faithfully been sent as 
missionaries to the ends of the earth to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ. “In the 19th and 
20th centuries, the founding fathers and mothers of missions, such as Hudson Taylor and 
Amy Carmichael, went to the field alone with all of their belongings in a coffin because 
they knew they were only coming back in a coffin,” explained Dr. Ana Steele, Calvary’s 
new director of Global Missions and director of International Strategic Partnerships.

That life-long, no-return policy has changed over the centuries. Although the goal of 
accomplishing the Great Commission remains as revolutionary today as it did in the 1800’s 
and 1900’s, we need to work in 21st century paradigms of success. We, in the West, need 
to recognize that the epicenter of Christianity has shifted from the Global North to the 
Global South, and we need to adjust our missions goals and sending priorities accordingly. 

Rather than the lone missionary going to the field for the remainder of his or her life, 
today’s models favor sending teams, laboring together to catalyze a breakthrough for the 
gospel in unreached or under-reached lands. We know we are better together because 
a cord of many strands is not easily broken. At Calvary Chapel, we look for missionaries 
who have an unmistakable calling from God, a competency that the foreign location sorely 
needs, strong connections with many champions who will faithfully pray and send and 
support their mission, and, especially important, a humble and mature biblical character 
that will add value to the team and be able to thrive missionally in a foreign context. 

 

We need to go everywhere God calls 
us to go, and we need to have our 
people, our soldiers, our army, in these 
countries.

— Dr. Ana Steele, Director of Global Missions and 
Director of International Strategic Partnerships

 



Caring for our Missionaries

Missionary care is historically a commitment of the sending 
and supporting church to those who go. At Calvary Chapel, 
we have built up a multi-tiered program of care, prayer, biblical 
encouragement, and one-on-one discipleship for our missionaries. 
We see our missionaries as our family in a foreign land, and we are 
in continuous contact with them. We know their ups and downs, 
their highs and lows, when they get married, and when they have 
babies. We also send out a quarterly family newsletter to everyone 
so they can feel more connected to their church. 

Forging International Strategic Partnerships

Calvary Chapel Fort Lauderdale has joined forces with other 
large like-minded institutions, churches, and non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) to do something spectacular that no one 
church or organization could do alone. “We know that we are not 
called to go it alone as a church or to spread ourselves an inch 
deep and a globe wide, but rather to work in strategic locations 
with strategic partners to accomplish the Great Commission,” 
Steele added. “We place a high priority on working in narrow and 
deep and supporting ministry with the local, indigenous church.”

With our faith-based partnerships and alliances, we are tackling 
certain global crises. In the Middle East, we work with our partner 
to help end the suffering of refugees in the camps. In the Andean 
region of Peru, Bolivia, and Ecuador, we are working with another 
partner to combat gender-based violence and bring community-
based solutions to a long-standing atrocity scourging through that 
region of the world. In West Africa, we are planting twenty-five 
churches each year with our partner. In Latin America, we are 
establishing a training institute to prepare pastors from across 
that region to go into the Middle East to plant and serve.

The Future of Missions

Vision 2023 has us on a very strategic crusade. Clearly, it’s 
an optimal time in our history as one of the largest kingdom-
minded and kingdom-building churches in America to invigorate 
global missions. We have identified three pillars of commitment: 
international church planting, catalyzing gospel movements 
across five continents, and serving vulnerable and victimized 
populations throughout the Middle East, Europe, Latin America, 
South America, the Caribbean, and South Africa.  

In the last year alone, we planted 29 new churches—25 in West 
Africa, 2 in South Africa, 1 in Guatemala, and 1 in Colombia. 
To support this goal, indigenous churches are training next 
generation leaders in leadership and spiritual development, as 
well as life skills like resourcefulness and relationship building to 
multiply discipleship and church planting in their countries. “We 
are going everywhere God is leading us to go to fulfill the Great 
Commission, and we are sending our best,” concluded Steele.

If you feel this same passion, this same love, to spread the gospel 
and serve the lost and those whom have the least in our world, 
join the Vision 2023 Church Planting Vision Team. Help lead 
the way as we take ground and follow Jesus’ command to “Go 
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” 
(Matthew 28:19 NKJV). 

CalvaryFTL.org/Vision2023
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DEMITRI 
AND KAREN 
NIKIFOROS 
SOUTH AFRICA
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Stepping into Global Missions

If you feel you’ve done local missions well, and think it’s time to 
go to the ends of the earth, the first step in committing to the 
Great Commission overseas is to take a mission training class. 
New classes will be formed soon, so continue to check online.

 
CalvaryFTL.org/Classes

v4   l  MISSIONARY SPOTLIGHT

Natives of South Africa, Pastor Demitri and Karen Nikiforos have 
lived in Cape Town their whole lives, and they’ve been Calvary 
missionaries since the 90s. They’re very energetic, hardworking, 
and always grateful for whatever God sends their way through us 
and other people.

South Africa has an enormous youth population, so Demitri’s vision 
has always been to raise up teams and millennials to plant up 
churches in Cape Town. Over the course of several months, with 
enormous training and pulling together multi-cultural teams and 
millennials from the culture, the couple launched their first two 
church plants in April. One to a place called Mowbray about 10 
miles away heading one direction, and the other in a town called 
Milnerton about 10 miles away going in another direction.

These churches will be pastored and run by millennials and Gen Zs! 
Demitri is a visionary and has a spiritual tenacity hard to combat. His 
heart is to spread his vision throughout the entire continent. 

To help support his mission, go to  
CalvaryFTL.org/Give  
(under Fund select Global Outreach).   
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Bonnie Travis shares the joy  
of giving with the kids in Guyana.

ROGER AND BONNIE TRAVIS: 

GOING AFTER 
THE ONE

The school children waiting patiently  
to open their boxes.



There’s an opportunity for you to 
go to Guyana, South America,” 
Stephanie Gunderson, director of 

outreach, told Roger and Bonnie Travis, 
her leading volunteers for Operation 
Christmas Child (OCC). “Let me know!” 
she chuckled.

The next thing they knew, Roger and 
Bonnie were on their way to North 
Carolina to embark on Samaritan’s 
Purse’s private plane, en-route to 
Guyana. While Roger and Bonnie 
were in Guyana for three days, they 
visited two different schools. The first 
morning, they found themselves on 
a six-hour journey. It started with an 
hour-long bus ride to a river that led 
to another hour-long boat ride, which 
landed them onto another hour-long 
bus ride to a small village. This place is 
so remote that the children in this town 
only get to go to school through grade 
six. The closest secondary school 
is eight miles away, and there’s no 
transportation between the towns.

The couple saw how each shoebox  
was delivered with a book called,  
The Greatest Journey, which tells the 
salvation story of Jesus Christ in the 
language of the country it’s going to. 
Guyana is a Dutch colony and the only 
South American country that speaks 
English, so Roger and Bonnie were 
able to connect with the children and 
understand their cries of gratefulness as 
they received their boxes.

This trip solidified the call God had put 
in both their hearts several years ago: to 
plant the seed of the gospel, somehow, 
somewhere. They started volunteering at 
Samaritan’s Purse’s Hollywood Collection 
Center, which is the southeastern 
corporate region for OCC.

In 2015, the couple stepped up to help 
Calvary manage the OCC collection at 
the Fort Lauderdale campus. At first, a 
handful of volunteers gathered at the 
Travis’ family home once a month, but 
that number soon increased. Today, 
more than 40 regular volunteers 
meet once a month in Calvary’s North 
Banquet Hall, where they collect, 
assemble, and wrap shoeboxes donated 
by shoe stores around the county.

The volunteers are divided in groups 
and each cover different items. One 
group is in charge of collecting pillow 
cases that are turned into beautiful 
dresses. Another group contacts local 
companies that donate swatches of 
material that get converted into strappy 
tote bags. Other volunteers make or 
collect flip flops, socks, jewelry, hair 
bows, and headbands for the girls, and 
flip flops, socks, race cars, jump ropes, 
and other toys for the boys.

Now, it’s one thing to prepare the 
boxes, not really knowing who will 
be receiving them, but it’s another to 
experience that marvelous moment 
when they get their gifts.

“This is something you will never forget,” 
said Bonnie misty-eyed as she recalled 
their trip to Guyana. “When you watch 
as they open the boxes and see the 
smiles on their faces . . . when you hear 
them talking as they touch each item, 
and see that magical moment when they 
hear the gospel and then are invited to 
accept Jesus into their hearts . . . and 
one by one, you see their little hands go 
up . . . that’s incredible.”

As a great follow up to this spiritual 
blessing, Samaritan’s Purse presents 
a 12-week class called the Greatest 
Journey, which explains to the kids about 
the decision they just made. As a result, 
many get equipped to be next generation 
evangelists in their community. “Many 
of these kids read, but the older 
generations don’t,” explained Bonnie. 
“So, the kids read to their family about 
the gospel, and many of them accept the 
Lord, too.”

According to Samaritan’s Purse, of the 
11 million shoeboxes that are distributed 
every year, each shoebox touches 
approximately 27 pairs of hands within 
a family, so there are many seeds being 
planted with just one shoebox.

Not all of us can go overseas to be a 
missionary, so this is a great way to 
be one,” added Roger. “Your box is the 
tool—the key that opens doors even 
to countries where Christians or the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ are not allowed 
to come in. It is the key to salvation.”

And only God knows who needs what. 
One boy received a box that was really 
heavy, so one of the OCC volunteers 
asked him to see what was in his box. 
When the boy opened it, his eyes 
opened wide. There was a hammer, 
screwdrivers, nails, etc. The volunteer 
quickly asked the boy, “Do you want me 
to take this and give you toys instead?” 
Immediately, the boy clutched the box 

closely and said, “Please, don’t! I have 
been praying for tools so my dad can go 
to work and now he can.”

“I always tell people that if they have a 
desire to include something in particular 
in their shoebox, to do it! As we all know, 
God is in the details,” concluded Bonnie.  
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This is something you will never forget . . . one  
by one, you see their little hands go up . . .  
that’s incredible.—Bonnie Travis

SHOEBOX COLLECTION
All Calvary campuses will be collecting 
gift shoeboxes from November 9-17 
at their designated tables. After that 
date, the collection moves to the 
Trinity International University building 
located at 2701 West Cypress Creek 
Road, just off Calvary’s far west 
entrance. All donations MUST be in by 
November 21.

For more info on Operations Christmas 
Child, visit SamaritansPurse.org, click 
“What We Do” in the top menu bar, then 
click “Operations Christmas Child.”

“



28
 

“  For even the son of man 
did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and 
give His l ife as a ransom 
for many.”

               —Mark 10:45 (NIV) 



For details on all of our  
outreach opportunities, visit  
CalvaryFTL.org/Outreach.

LOCAL OUTREACH
Reaching our community. Changing our world.
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FORT LAUDERDALE CAMPUS 

BENEVOLENCE CARE 
Our Benevolence Care team is here to 
help you with both your spiritual and 
physical needs. 

Benevolence@CalvaryFTL.org 

COED TEEN/ADULT SOCCER 
OUTREACH 
Sundays, 3–6pm |  Fort Lauderdale 
Campus West Fields (open to the 
community, ages 14 and older)

Contact: Emerson Cardichon:  
Emyis5417@yahoo.com

CONVALESCENT MINISTRY 
Help bring the hope and love of Jesus 
to those who are in nursing homes, 
rehabilitation facilities, and adult care 
centers in our communities. 

Convalesence@CalvaryFTL.org 

KIDS AND YOUTH OUTREACHES 
Six78 Girls Outreach: Friday, November 
15, 6:30–8:30pm

Six78 and HSM Convalescent 
Thanksgiving Outreach: Saturday, 
November 23, 8:30am–12:30pm

4th and 5th Grade Convalescent 
Thanksgiving Outreach: Saturday, 
November 23, 8:30am–12:30pm

Six78 and HSM Golden Acres Christmas 
Outreach: Saturday, December 13, 
4:30–7:30pm

Sign Up: CalvaryFTL.org/HSM  
Contact:  JonC@CalvaryFTL.org 

LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR OUTREACHES 
Third Saturday of Each Month, October 19 
& November 23

Serving at Beach Baptism: October 19 
#LoveSFL Thanksgiving Outreach: 
November 23
CalvaryFTL.org/Outreach 

MEN’S SOCCER OUTREACH 
Saturdays, 7:30–9:30am  
Fort Lauderdale Campus West Fields 
(open to the community, ages 18 and older)

Contact: Todd Dawes:  
Todd@Dawesart.com

MISSION TRIPS 
Take a step of faith and allow God to use 
you to impact people with the tangible love 
of Jesus Christ! 

Sign Up: CalvaryFTL.org/MissionTrips 

PRISON MINISTRY 
Help share the hope and healing of Christ 
Jesus with those who are incarcerated. 

Men: Mendel@CalvaryFTL.org
Women: Madeline@CalvaryFTL.org

THE REFUGE 
Sundays, 8:45am–12:30pm 
LifeNet4Families Building 

Join us as we provide food and share hope 
with homeless people and those in need. 

JohnMo@CalvaryFTL.org 

WOMEN’S FITNESS CLASSES
Daily, Times Vary 
Calvary Sports Complex

We offer a wide variety of fitness classes 
that are affordable and open to women of 
all ages and abilities.

WMFitness@CalvaryFTL.org

BOCA RATON CAMPUS 

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT 
Third Saturday of Each Month, 8pm  
Free Event 

Be part of this fun, community-building 
experience as we show love and watch a 
family-friendly movie.  

SOCCER FELLOWSHIP 
Sundays, 3:30pm l Free Event 

Kids and adult games will be available.  
All ages are welcome to play. Meet us 
at the grass lot behind the church. Don’t 
forget to bring a water bottle and cleats  
or athletic sneakers! 

BOYNTON BEACH CAMPUS 

CONVALESCENCE OUTREACH 
Saturdays, 10am–12pm 

Visit a convalescent home at either 
Discovery Village or Hamlin Place of 
Boynton Beach. 

561-304-1449 

NORTH LAUDERDALE CAMPUS 

CONVALESCENCE OUTREACH 
Second and Fourth Saturday of Each 
Month, 10-11:30am Margate Manor 

Come with us to Margate Manor as we 
spend time with the residents, worship 
together, and engage in a Bible study. 

954-708-5260 

PLANTATION CAMPUS 

CONVALESCENCE OUTREACH 
First and Third Saturday of Each Month, 
10am  
Second and Fourth Saturday of Each 
Month, 9:15am 
Second Sunday of Each Month, 2:30pm 

Help bring the hope and love of Jesus 
to those who are in nursing homes, 
rehabilitation facilities, and adult care 
centers in our communities. 

954-905-5000 

HOMELESS OUTREACH 
First and Third Saturday of Each Month, 
7:30am l Christ Community Church in 
Pompano 

Join us as we provide food and share hope 
with homeless people and those in need. 

954-905-5000 
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Generation Zs (young adults ages 18–29) 
are one of the most creative, tech savvy, 
generous generations coming up. This 
is the generation that says, “I’m going 
to start a side hustle . . . I’m going to 
start a business . . . I’m going to start a 
brand . . . I’m going to be an influencer” 
. . . and they do it. Their creativity and 
technology know-how gives them 
endless possibilities to shine and 
conquer the world.

They are poised to be the next world 
changers. The only problem is research 
shows that 30 percent of millennials and 
Gen Zs don’t trust the church. For them, 
it seems like a country club for older 
generations. When you think about that, 
it makes you wonder: What happened to 
the generations before them? And how 
are they supporting Gen Zs now?

“I just think it’s a blank canvas for them, 
because that’s how they look at the 
world,” said Drew Eales, director of 
Calvary Chapel Fort Lauderdale’s young 
adult ministries—most noteably leading 
Eikon. “Now, what I think is healthy, as 
they’re finding their identity, belonging, 
and purpose in life, is for us to walk 
side by side with them, showing them, 
‘the world is not going to show you that, 
it’s just going to give you empty things. 

So, yes, you’re creative; yes, you’re 
bold and great at starting side hustles 
and businesses and brands, and being 
influencers, but we want to point you to 
the One who gives you true love and joy, 
and who can be your true foundation.’”

In the last year, some of Calvary’s young 
leaders, including Eales, along with 
Annie Harley (Women’s Ministry), Sean 
Fryer (Six78), and Javan Shashaty (HSM) 
visited Fuller Institute in California to 
attend a conference called Growing 
Young, which was led by Kara Powell, 
author of a number of books, including 
Growing Young, The Sticky Faith Guide 
for Your Family, Sticky Faith Curriculum, 
and Good Sex Youth Ministry 
Curriculum.

During this three-day conference, leaders 
were presented with some cold facts. One 
hard fact learned was that over the next 
30 years, 30 million youth are going to 
leave the church. Tons of research has 
been done to support this statement. And 
while the results sound dismal, it’s been 
titled The Greatest Mission Field ever in 
the history of America.

“What an incredible honor to be a part 
of that movement, and maybe punch 
a hole in that!” said Eales, who while 

excited by the prospect, is still very much 
aware that in order to reach Gen Zs, we 
need to be bridge builders. He followed 
a study created by The Barna Group, an 
evangelical Christian polling firm based 
in Ventura, California. It shows that 70 
percent of millennials and Gen Zs think 
the church has no purpose in their lives. 
And whether they firmly believe that, are 
toying with that line, or they have that 
floating around in their heads, that’s a 
massive percentage.

During the Growing Young Conference, 
Eales was motivated by the question, 
“How do we infiltrate their world to bring 
the hope of the gospel and Jesus into 
their lives?”

The Bible is always a good place to start. 
It gives us truth, and truth has become 
relative now, especially to Gen Zs who 
have been greatly identified as learners. 
They’re thinkers, but also skeptical. 
They view the church as a 1950’s 
advertisement, with a man standing with 
a megaphone yelling at them, without 
them getting a chance to speak back. 
So, how does the church change that 
misconception?

   HOW GENERATION Z IS POISED  
            TO REBOOT THE MODERN CHURCH
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Through relationships, thought Eales. 
“Everything we’ve been doing or starting 
to do in this new season of young adult 
ministry here at Calvary has been about, 
‘hey, we’re not trying to collect people, 
we’re trying to connect people.’”

Our church is all about that. We’re here to 
connect people to people, people to God, 
and people to outreach. But, we don’t want 
young people just to think they’re coming 
to a service. Eales’ goal is to get people 
out of that program mentality. Instead, he’s 
preparing a healthy menu of dinner parties, 
sports events, and casual hangouts in 
the community—meeting Gen Zs in their 
favorite spots, rather than adding more 
services and programs on the church 
campus. Eikon still offers Wednesday 
nights services that include worship, 
followed by a brief teaching of the Word, 

and small groups, where young people can 
connect with others and interact with the 
leaders and ask questions.

“I’ve always said that Eikon is not the front 
door; it’s not the end goal for young adults,” 
said Eales. “I don’t want them to come to 
an Eikon service and let that be all they 
experience. They would be missing on the 
most beautiful part of the church body as 
a whole. We don’t want it to be about just 
young people, isolating themselves. We 
want to be with generations younger than 
us—serving and mentoring them, whether 
it’s in Calvary Kids, Six78, or HSM. But 
then, we also need mentors—people we 
can learn from—from generations above 
us, because they have wisdom. And the 
generations above us need us too, because 
they need to learn from us as well.”

Putting these generations together will 
sometimes feel like a misfit, much like trying 
to put a square peg in a round hole. But 
according to Eales, we need to live in that 
uncomfortability in order for the vitality and 
the health and the future of the church, and 
for both young people and the generations 
before us to continue its mission.  

With the right direction and guidance, 
young people can take the church 
to amazing new places. “This is how 
Generation Z is going to reboot the 
modern church. And that’s something 
both generations need to know,” 
concluded Eales. 



From Gerber to Graduation: 

DISCIPLESHIP 
GROWTH AT  
EVERY STAGE  

 

v4   l  DISCIPLESHIP
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Planting/Watering
• Child dedications
• Salvation and baptism classes
• Scripture memorization
• CKFX (Calvary Kids Family Experience)
• Kids Conf
• 4th and 5th grade pre-teen ministry
• Weekly worship and Bible teaching 
• 5th grade transition

To find out how you can get in the  
story and make an investment in the  
next generation, visit  
CalvaryFTL.org/Vision2023/
NextGeneration.

Did you know that an estimated 83% of all 
Christians make the decision to follow Jesus 
between the ages of 4 and 14? It’s no wonder 
Jesus said in Matthew 19:14 (NIV), “Let the 
little children come to me, and do not hinder 
them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to 
such as these.”

We believe one of the greatest investments  
we can make is to disciple the next generation 
and provide them with a strong Christian 
foundation upon which the rest of their lives  
can be built. What does that look like?

4
14
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Watering/Growing
• Small groups
• Girls and guys discipleship programs
• Serving opportunities
• Mission trips
• Outreach opportunities
• 8th grade transition

Growing/Reproducing
• Small groups
•  Students serving in church  

and the community
• Student leadership training
• Mission trip
•  Student discipleship  

(becoming a disciple maker)
• 12th grade transition (yearlong plan)
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Why Do I Volunteer? 
Nancy Nichele (Calvary Kids) 

I started serving after my beach baptism. 
Staying closer to God was what I needed. 
I’ve been serving for a long time and I feel 
happy and grateful on Sunday morning 
knowing God’s work is being done through 
Calvary Kids and I get to be a part of it!

Joining the Calvary Crew  
Is as Simple as 1 , 2 , 3 !
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We want to help you discover your purpose and find  
the best place to use your God-given gifts and talents  
to make a difference. No matter what gifts you have  
or what area you’re passionate about, there is a place  
for you as part of the Calvary Crew. 

Here are a few simple steps to get you plugged in:

1  Visit CalvaryFTL.org/Volunteer. 

2  Browse our volunteer opportunities. 

3  Select the opportunity that’s right for you.
Once you sign up, a volunteer coordinator will contact you 
with your next step. 

Why Do I Volunteer? 
Emmanuel Lowe (Security Team)

I started serving because someone  
invited me to serve. I keep serving  
because it helps me draw closer to  
God. It’s the best thing I can do to 
 serve God almighty!



 
From Bible studies at skateparks and 
assisted living facilities to support  
groups that meet a variety of needs;  
from weekly studies for men, women,  
and couples to activities for senior  
adults, sports lovers, and parents,  
Calvary has something for everyone!

For a full list of everything going on  
around all our campuses, visit  
CalvaryFTL.org/Events.

CALVARY MEN

FORT LAUDERDALE CAMPUS
Thursdays, 7pm

BOCA RATON CAMPUS
Mondays, 7–9pm

BOYNTON BEACH CAMPUS
Mondays, 7pm  
First Saturday of Each Month, 8am 

HOLLYWOOD CAMPUS
Thursdays, 7pm 

NORTH LAUDERDALE CAMPUS
Tuesdays, 7pm 

NORTH MIAMI CAMPUS
Thursdays, 7pm 

PLANTATION CAMPUS
Thursdays, 6:30pm 

WEST BOCA CAMPUS
Thursdays, 6am 
Third Thursday of Each Month, 6:30pm 
Sundays, 7am 

CALVARY WOMEN

FORT LAUDERDALE CAMPUS

The Gathering: Friday, November 8, 7pm 
Lead Course:  
Wednesdays. 6:30pm, HSM Room
Calvary Women Circles: Various Times 
and Locations
Women’s Fitness: Various Days 
 and Times  
For more info, e-mail  
WMFitness@CalvaryFTL.org

BOCA RATON CAMPUS
Thursdays, 9:30am & 7pm

HOLLYWOOD CAMPUS
Second Thursday of Each Month, 7pm 

NORTH LAUDERDALE CAMPUS
Tuesdays, 7pm
Spanish: Friday, November 22, 8–10pm

PLANTATION CAMPUS
Tuesdays, 6:30-8:30pm  
(Through December 9)

WEST BOCA CAMPUS
Second Monday of Each Month, 7pm 
Saturdays, 3-5pm
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COMMUNITY  
AT CALVARY



 

MARRIAGE & FAMILY

FORT LAUDERDALE CAMPUS
Circle for Moms
Second Wednesday of Each Month, 
6:30pm 

Bible Study for Dads
Fridays, 8am 

BOCA CAMPUS

Mom’s Connect
Third Saturday of Each Month, 10:30am

BOYNTON BEACH CAMPUS
Couples Event
Third Saturday of Each Month, 6–9pm

For valuable parenting  
resources, visit 
CalvaryParenting.org.

YOUTH & YOUNG ADULTS

FORT LAUDERDALE CAMPUS

Boy Scouts (Boys 11–17-Year-Olds)
Thursdays, 7-8:30pm

For more info, e-mail 
CalvaryTroop208FTL@gmail.com 

Cub Scouts (Boys 6–10-Year-Olds)
Thursdays, 7-8pm 

For more info, e-mail  
Cubmaster@CalvaryPack208.org

Middle School Student Groups
Wednesdays, 6:30pm

Ramp48 Bible Study
Tuesdays, 7pm

Six78 Girls Night
Fridays, October 11 and November 15, 
6:30–8:30pm

Six78 Guys Night
Fridays, October 25 and November 22, 
6:30–8:30pm

HSM Student Groups
Saturdays, 6pm
Sundays, 11am

HSM Girl’s Discipleship
For more info, e-mail  
VivianC@CalvaryFTL.org

Team 20 Student Leadership
First and Third Sunday of Each Month, 
1pm

For more info, e-mail  
JavanS@CalvaryFTL.org

Eikon (18–29-Year-Olds)
Wednesdays, 8pm

Instagram @MyEikon 

Eikon Sports Nights (18-29-Year-Olds)
Tuesdays, 7pm

BOCA RATON CAMPUS

Rooted: Grade 5 Discipleship
Friday, September 13, 6–8:30pm  
Six78 Room

The Fellowhip: Grades 6 & 7 Discipleship
Saturday, November 16,3pm 

Equip: Grades 9 & 10 Discipleship
Saturday, September 21, 10am–1pm

Teleios: Grade 11 Discipleship
Sunday, September 22, 1:30-3:30pm 
HSM

BOYNTON BEACH CAMPUS

Echo: High School Girls Small Group
First and Third Saturday of Each Month, 
5pm

Visit JoinAGroup.org

Middle School Have Fun Event
Last Saturday of the Month, 6–9pm

NORTH LAUDERDALE CAMPUS

Youth Night
First and Third Friday of Each Month, 
7–9pm

PLANTATION CAMPUS

Awana
Mondays, 6:15pm

Eikon (18–29-Year-Olds)
Saturdays, 8pm

WEST BOCA CAMPUS

Young Men’s Discipleship Group
Fourth Friday of Each Month, 6:30pm

Young Women’s Discipleship Group
Second Friday of Each Month, 
6:30–8:30pm
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SENIOR ADULTS

FORT LAUDERDALE CAMPUS

First and Third Tuesday of Each Month, 
10am–12pm 

Potluck
First Tuesday of Each Month, 7pm

BOYNTON BEACH CAMPUS

Second Saturday of Each Month, 1–3pm

PRAYER & BIBLE STUDY

FORT LAUDERDALE CAMPUS

Awake: Missions Prayer Meeting
First Sunday of Each Month, 8am

Prayer Meeting
Fridays, 7–9pm

Ramp48 Bible Study
Tuesdays, 7pm

Spanish Fellowship
First Saturday of Each Month, 8pm

Brazilian Fellowship
Fourth Saturday of Each Month, 8pm

Creole Bible Study
Fridays, 7pm

BOCA RATON CAMPUS

Focus: Singles Community
First Friday of Each Month, 7pm

Intercessory Prayer
Sundays, 8:45am

BOYNTON CAMPUS

Prodigal Prayer Group
First and Third Sunday of Each Month, 
11am

Women’s Prayer Group
Second Saturday of Each Month, 10am

All Nations Women’s Bible Study
First Saturday of Each Month, 10am

HOLLYWOOD CAMPUS

Prayer Meeting
First Monday of Each Month, 7pm

NORTH LAUDERDALE CAMPUS

Sunday Morning Prayer
Sundays, 9am

Intercessory Prayer
Mondays, 7pm

 
Weekly Creole Bible Study
Sundays, 7pm

Weekly Spanish Bible Study
Saturdays, 7pm

Weekly Women’s Bible Study
Tuesdays, 7-9pm

Day of Fasting & Night of Prayer and 
Worship
First Wednesday of Each Month, 
6:45-8:45pm

PLANTATION CAMPUS

Saturday Night of Prayer
First Saturday of Each Month, 8pm

Sunday Night of Prayer
Second and Fourth Sunday  
of Each Month, 5pm

Missionary Support Prayer
Wednesdays, After Service

WEST BOCA CAMPUS

Prayer and Worship
Fridays, 7pm

Encore of Boca
First and Third Saturday of Each Month, 
10:30am

v4   l  CALVARY SPOTLIGHT
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SUPPORT GROUPS 

FORT LAUDERDALE CAMPUS 

Cancer Care 
Thursdays, 7pm 

Celebrate Recovery: 
A Christ-centered, 12-step program. 
Fridays, 6pm 

Celebrate Recovery: 
Discipleship Step Group 
Sundays, 1pm 

Divorce Care 
Wednesdays Through November 14, 
6:30pm 

GriefShare 
Saturdays, 3pm 

GriefShare for Widows 
Saturdays, 6pm 

Jay’s Group: For those with 
or affected by Alzheimer’s or dementia. 
Third Saturday of Each Month, 3pm 

Oasis: For those infected or affected by 
AIDS/HIV. 
Saturdays, October 26, November 30, 
and December 14, 7pm 

Parkinson’s Support Group:  
For those afflicted or affected by 
Parkinson’s disease. 
First and Third Thursday of Each Month, 
7pm 

S.A.F.E. Group: For men battling lust  
and pornography. 
Fridays, 7am & Saturdays, 4pm 

 
BOCA CAMPUS 

Camp 127: Bible study and mentorship 
for kids during Moms Connect meeting. 
Third Saturday of Each Month, 10am 

Divorce Care 
Tuesdays, 6:30–8:30pm | Cost $20  
(For Materials) 

GriefShare 
Wednesdays, 6:45–8:15pm | Cost $15 
(For Materials) 

Mom’s Connect: A ministry for  
single moms. 
Third Saturday of Each Month, 10am 

Trees of Hope: Support for women who 
have experienced sexual abuse. 
Various Thursdays, 6:30–8:30pm 

Note: For specific dates, visit  
CalvaryFTL.org/Boca. 

NORTH LAUDERDALE CAMPUS 

Living in Victory: For wives with 
husbands controlled by a stronghold.

Second and Fourth Wednesday  
of Each Month, 6:45pm 

 
PLANTATION CAMPUS 

Bond4Life: Bible study for single, foster, 
and adoptive parents.
Second Friday of Each Month, 7–9pm 

Camp 127: Bible study and mentorship 
for kids during Bond4Life meeting.
Second Friday of Each Month, 7–9pm

Celebrate Recovery: A Christ-centered, 
12-step program.
Tuesdays, 6:30pm

Trees of Hope: Support for women who 
have experienced sexual abuse. 
Tuesdays, 6:30–8:30pm 

 
WEST BOCA CAMPUS 
Celebrate Recovery 
Mondays, 6pm 



AUCTION
Support Christian Education 
While Having Fun!
Get your tickets to CCA’s distinguished dinner 
and fundraising event—The CCA Auction. Join 
us November 15, 2019 for food, fun, and amazing 
auction prizes. The funds raised will allow us to 
continue to advance and lead the way in the areas 
of innovation and technology, clubs and societies, 
faculty development, the arts, athletics, and safety 
and security.

CCAEagles.org/Auction

Calvary Christian Academy has 
an exciting season lined up 
that will shine the light of Christ.
Next year’s productions will share stories 
of belonging, friendship, forgiveness, 
and redemption in the lives of a few well 
known characters, as well as some you 
may discover for the first time.

Never miss a show, your family can 
experience the arts like never before 
with a Fine Arts Season Membership. Gain 
priority seating to all 2019–20 productions, 
free t–shirt, invitation to a VIP celebration, 
and concessions packs.

CCAEagles.org/SeasonMember

Enjoy Redemptive 
Stories for the 
Whole Family

2401 West Cypress Creek Road, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309 | 954–905–5100 | Info@CCAEagles.org

CCAEagles.org

Calvary Christian Academy is a Pre-K–12th 
grade College Prep Christian school that 
prepares students to glorify God spiritually, 
academically, and socially. HIGH SCHOOL FALL PLAY

October 11–12
DANCE  CONCERT

November 8–9

The
Garden

A Concert in Dance

HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL

April 24–25
BAND  CONCERT

April 30

CHORAL CONCERT

May 1
FILM SHOWCASE

May 9

CHRISTMAS  CONCERT

December 5–6

STAR of 
BETHLEHEM

MIDDLE  SCHOOL MUSICAL

February 14–15

Complete Show Calendar:
40
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CalvaryFTL.org/Connect

Connect Experience: English
Wednesdays, October 9–30 & 
November 6–27, 6:30pm

Sundays, October 6–27 &  
November 3–24, 9am

Connect Experience: Spanish
Sundays, October 6–27, 11am

Connect Experience: Portuguese
Sundays, November 3–24, 11am

WHAT IS THE CONNECT 
EXPERIENCE? 
Are you new to Calvary? Did you recently make the decision 
to follow Jesus? Are you looking to get plugged in and make 
a difference? The Connect Experience is the perfect starting 
point for you! It’s a place where you can ask questions, build 
relationships with some great people, and learn more about  
Jesus, the ministry of Calvary, and how you can be part of 
something bigger than all of us. 

CONNECT 
EXPERIENCE
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F A N N I N G  T H E  F L A M E S  
O F  F A I T H  I N T O  T H E  W O R K P L A C E

Christian or not, no one can deny 
that Jesus was one of the most 
influential leaders of all time,” 

said Luis Martinez, a regional broker with 
Colonial Life Insurance and one of the 
table hosts at LeaderShare, a regular 
event that allows local business leaders 
to connect and get empowered to fan the 
flame of faith into the workplace. “The 
impact Jesus made and the legacy He left 
behind continues to shape the hearts and 
minds of anyone that comes in contact 
with His teachings.”

At a time when so many topics compete 
for our attention, LeaderShare, a Vision 
2023 initiative, is revolutionizing the way 
Christians view their places of work. The 
mission of LeaderShare is simple: to help 
each of us better understand how we can 
live life to the fullest by connecting our 
Sunday faith with our Monday work.

“The leadership principles found in 
God’s Word have not only been tried, 
tested, and found true, but have helped 
individuals to flourish in their place of 
work and companies to excel in their 
area of expertise,” explained Martinez, 
whose passion in life is to help the 

Luiz Martinez

LeaderShare is held monthly in the North Banquet Hall at 
Calvary Chapel Fort Lauderdale. Anyone who is looking to 
grow as a leader and be a person of influence in their place of 
work can join LeaderShare. The cost is $15 and that includes 
admission and dinner. 

LeaderShare Event Dates:

• October 10, 2019
• November 14, 2019
• February 13, 2020
• April 9, 2020

To register, visit  
CalvaryFTL.org/Events.

“



next generation grow in their personal, 
spiritual, and professional careers. 
Someone did this for him when he was 
younger and that impact has touched 
every area of his life and business career.

Since it launched in March, LeaderShare 
has helped people discover their God-
given talents and abilities to unlock their 
true potential. Prominent business leaders 
are invited to share their stories—their 
successes and challenges—and what it 
means to be a person of character and 
faith in today’s business world.

Don Campion, president of Banyan Air 
Service, and this year’s recipient of the 
National Air Transportation Association 
(NATA) Distinguished Service Award, 
spoke at a recent LeaderShare meeting. 
His story resonated greatly with Martinez.

Banyan Air Service started as this small 
maintenance shop looking after private 
aircrafts, and now it’s the second largest 
Fixed Based Operator (FBO) in the United 
States. In his talk, Campion, who was 
born a missionary kid in Nigeria, West 
Africa, where he routinely flew aboard 
Cessna and Piper aircraft to attend 
classes at a boarding school, credited all 

of his success to his company’s culture 
and focus on honoring God in all they 
do. When Martinez heard this, he was 
floored. He’d never heard a CEO or owner 
of a major corporation publicly recognize 
or give God the credit for their success. 
It not only changed his perspective on 
how he could proactively make God an 
everyday part of his life, but it also fueled 
his desire to invest into the LeaderShare 
ministry even more.

“As Christians, we are taught to be a 
light on a hill,” said Martinez. “If we don’t 
lead by example by relying on biblical 
principles, we are not only minimizing the 
impact we can have on our organization 
and the people that work there, but more 
importantly, potentially limiting the ability 
of other believers to also be a light.”    
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F A N N I N G  T H E  F L A M E S  
O F  F A I T H  I N T O  T H E  W O R K P L A C E

Don Campion, president of Banyan Air Service

Saturday 
January 11 
2020
8:30am–2:30pm 
Fort Lauderdale Campus
The Christian Business Conference 
& Expo is a unique opportunity for 
Christian businesses and business 
people in South Florida to network, 
build partnerships, and receive 
world-class leadership training. 

Register Today! 
Attendees, register at  
CalvaryFTL.org/Expo.

Exhibitors, register by calling the 
Good News Christian magazine  
at 954-564-5378.

2020 CHRISTIAN 
BUSINESS  
CONFERENCE  
& EXPO
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Michelle Vasquez’s Story

F                              or a long time, Michelle Vasquez 
pondered if she needed to be a 
missionary to do God’s work. She did 

notice that most prominent characters she 
read about in the Bible, like Abraham and 
Jacob, were ranchers. Matthew was a tax 
collector. James and John were fishermen. 
Joseph, Daniel, and Nehemiah were in 
government service. Even Jesus, before 
his three years in ministry, worked in what 
today we call the “secular workplace.”

“I don’t really know where that belief came 
from, but instead of doing something, I 
saw myself supporting charities as a way 
to support God’s mission,” said Vasquez, 
who after engaging in Calvary’s “Taking 
Ground” teaching series through the 
Book of Joshua and Vision 2023’s “Get in 
the Story” initiative, soon realized, “Our 
battlefield is where God puts us.”

That perspective opened up a whole 
new avenue of what she could do to be a 
missionary in her city. She remembers  
sitting in church and asking herself, 
“What am I going to do to take ground?” 
Her initial thought was to start a prayer 
meeting at work, but fear stopped her. 
What if nobody shows up? What if people 
make fun of me and think, what is this 
woman doing? she thought.

One Saturday, as she was waiting for 
church service to start, she watched the 
video presented on the screen. The story 
was about a teacher who decided  

to start a prayer meeting at her school. 
She felt God nudging her, “See, Michelle, 
somebody else is doing it!” And she 
replied, “Yes, Lord, I can totally do this!”

Vasquez works for a software company 
in Hillsboro Beach. And while the idea to 
start a prayer meeting there seemed simple 
enough, she didn’t know how to do it. To 
test the waters, she started wearing her 
“Get in the Story” T-shirt to work and was 
surprised by her co-workers’ reaction. “Oh, 
you go to Calvary?” they’d ask her, and the 
conversations would start from there.

After she got the greenlight from her 
employer, she started the prayer group that 
next Thursday, which just so happened 
to be the National Day of Prayer. Vasquez 
thought, What an interesting segue to try 
it. In her mind, there was no doubt that 
God’s handiwork had given her the perfect 
opening to start her prayer group.

She created some flyers and passed 
them around the office, inviting anyone 
who was interested. But what happened 
next left her speechless. People started 
coming up to her applauding her lead, 
and many were Christians.

“I thought I was the only one,” Vasquez 
heard her co-workers say. But here 
they were, six people who loved God, 
in a secular meeting room praying and 
sharing each other’s testimonies. Among 
those who showed up that first day were 
Isaac, a man who attends Calvary Chapel 
Boca Raton, and a young man in his mid-
twenties named John.

At their next meeting, John told them 
about the time when he was a teen, living 
in an orphanage. He recalled going to a 
Christian camp, where he had his first 
hot meal. And as he went to say thank 
you to the chefs, he learned a lot about 
this husband and wife culinary team, 
particularly, that they worked very close 
to where his orphanage was located. 
Most people would guess that his story 
has a happy ending, and they would be 
correct, as the couple ended up adopting 
John. But, John’s story doesn’t end there. 
And while he was a Christian, he was 
searching for more.

“You should come to Calvary with me this 
weekend,” Vasquez told him one day. That 
was Mother’s Day weekend and John had 
other plans. Vasquez persisted and invited 
him to Calvary’s next weekend’s service, 
and he came.

As they sat at church, Vasquez took a 
peek at John’s face as he looked up at the 
screen, where a series of videos were being 
presented about the lives of kids whose 
lives had been dramatically changed as 
they experienced 4KIDS’ love, support, and 
kindness. “I saw the emotional reaction 
on his face as he saw Calvary’s intense 
passion for our community,” she said. “To 
see someone who has been blessed by God 
and watch his reaction to all of this, was just 
so beautiful.”

T H E  M I S S I O N A R Y 
I N  T H E  C I T Y



“This church is amazing,” John told 
Vasquez after the service. She smiled 
and nodded gently, not missing the 
timing of it all. And a thought came to her 
mind, Perhaps John would have never 
experienced this incredible moment had 
I not started the lunch and prayer group. 
Hmm . . . just maybe.

Back at work, the group continued to 
grow. They created an e-mail for prayer 
requests and a Slack Channel where 
people can invite others to come to the 
weekly lunch and prayer time.

Still all too new for her, Vasquez attended 
Calvary’s Group Leader and Discipleship 
Training so she could learn how to 
better lead this group and give them an 
experience so unforgettable they would 
want to share it with others at their 
workplace.

The group’s mission is “to keep God’s 
commandment of loving each other 
in the workplace through fellowship, 

discipleship, encouragement, and 
devotion.” And now they’re brainstorming 
over more ideas on how they can take this 
mission out into the city.  

“I can’t wait to see where God is going to 
take this idea!” said Vasquez. “Before, I 
was being careful. But now I know that 
when you’re obedient and do what God 
calls you to do, He blesses you in ways 
you can’t even imagine.”

As Vasquez has seen, we can design an 
idea to the last detail, but only God can 
really run with that idea and take it to 
where there are no limits. And in her walk 
with God, she’s discovered that mission is 
not necessarily about going to a country 
far, far away; it’s really just as close as 
your city, or just outside your office door.     
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Our battlefield  
is where God 
puts us.
                        —Michelle Vasquez
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To get started, go to  
CalvaryFTL.org/Give. 

Questions about giving?   
Engagement@CalvaryFTL.org



Relief and Restoration

Giving an offering to Relief and Restoration makes it possible for our church to do 
God’s work in our cities, state, and neighborhoods, most especially, when a crisis 
hits. This offering also helps reach the lost and hurting people through outreach 
and support ministries, which includes multiple local residential programs, prison 
visitation, FoodShare, transitional center support for single mothers and widows, 
hurricane and disaster relief, benevolence for families, etc.

Kingdom Builders

God continues to entrust us with new locations and facilities. And when people see the 
work happening there, they not only take note, but get involved. One of the things this 
offering helps to fund is the raising up of new disciples through ministry development, 
internships, and leadership training.

Global Outreach

Jesus exhorts us to share His love around the globe. Through this offering, we’re able 
to globally help those in need, not only by providing the simplest necessities of life, but 
more importantly, God’s salvation, peace, and hope. This offering also helps us create 
strategic partnerships, special projects, and church planting opportunities, as well as 
develop innovative support approaches alongside global missionaries and churches for 
long-term kingdom impact.

 
 
 Vision 2023  (special times of year)

This offering helps support all of the vision teams and their ministry events and 
opportunities (i.e. YE scholarships, Bible studies in convalescent homes, planting 
churches, etc.). 
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WE ARE PART OF A 
COMMUNITY &  
IN OUR COMMUNITY  
WE GIVE 
At Calvary Chapel, we embrace true generosity—the idea that no matter who we are, what we 
do, and where we live, generosity is a necessity. Why? Because it changes lives! It also brings 
deep joy and meaning to our lives and helps us grow in our walk with Jesus.
And at Calvary, giving is simple.
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Church United Celebration 
Night

Wednesday, December 4, 6:30pm 
Sanctuary (Fort Lauderdale Campus) 

As we wrap up Love South Florida, a 
month-long effort where churches from 
all around South Florida unite to love, 
give, and serve our community, we want 
to celebrate all of the Lord’s amazing 
work and the lives that were changed! 
Join us for a very special night of prayer 
and worship as we gather together with 
various churches from all over Broward 
County to give God glory. 

Love South Florida Day: 
Thanksgiving Outreach

Saturday, November23, 8am  
Youth Building (Fort Lauderdale Campus)

Make this Thanksgiving special for 
hundreds of struggling families all over 
our South Florida by taking part in our 
Thanksgiving outreach. Together we’ll 
deliver food boxes with all the makings of 
a Thanksgiving meal and show the love of 
Jesus by spending time getting to know 
people and praying with them. This is a 
great outreach to do as a family, so bring 
the kids! 

Find out more at  
CalvaryFTL.org/LoveSFL.Fe
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Not So Silent Night

Friday, December 13, 7pm & Saturday, 
December 14, 7pm 
Calvary Chapel Fort Lauderdale Theatre 
Cost $5 or $10/Ticket

Join Ocean’s Edge for Night So Silent 
Night, the most wonderful event of 
the season! Invite a family member or 
loved one for a truly special evening of 
Christmas music and worship performed 
by the Ocean’s Edge School of Worship 
class of 2020. 

To purchase tickets, visit 
OceansEdgeSchool.com.

CHRISTMAS SERVICES

Saturday, December 21, Sunday, 
December 22, and Tuesday, December 24 
Times Vary By Campus Location

Invite your friends, neighbors, coworkers, 
and loved ones to experience the joy and 
wonder of Christmas as we celebrate 
the birth of Jesus, God’s perfect gift to 
us, and discover how He meets us in our 
imperfections and changes our lives. Enjoy 
amazing worship, an inspiring message, 
and lots of fun holiday festivities. 

For campus-specific details, childcare 
info, or volunteer opportunities, visit   
CalvaryFTL.org/Christmas.

New Year’s Eve Celebration

Tuesday, December 31, 9pm–12am  
(Doors Open 8:30pm)  
Calvary Chapel Fort Lauderdale

Ring in the new year with us and enjoy 
an amazing time of worship, a short New 
Year’s devotional, and some fun with 
friends. There will also be food for sale 
by The Grill before the event and during 
intermission on the green. 

Visit CalvaryFTL.org/NewYears  
for all the details!

SILENT
NIGHT

NOT
SO

IMPERFECT
CHRISTMAS
P E R F E C T  G I F T



v4   l  CALVARY SPOTLIGHT

50
 

CALVARY SPOTLIGHTUPCOMING EVENTS

OCT

OCT
5

Group Leader and 
Discipleship Training
Fort Lauderale Campus
Saturday, October 5, 3pm

OCT
10

Vision 2023 LeaderShare: 
Leaders Sharing Success
Fort Lauderdale Campus
Thursday, October 10, 5:45pm

OCT
13

Worship Auditions
Hollywood Campus
Sunday, October 13, 12pm

Boynton Beach Campus
Sunday, October 13, 1pm

OCT
5

Calvary Kids Salvation and 
Baptism Class
Fort Lauderale Campus
Saturday, October 5, 6pm

OCT
12

Worship Auditions
Boca Raton, Fort Lauderdale, 
North Lauderdale, and 
Plantation Campuses
Saturday, October 12, 1pm

OCT
19

Baptism
All Campuses
Saturday, October 19, 8:30am

OCT
5

Wills and Trusts Seminar
Plantation Campus
Saturday, October 5, 6pm

OCT
12

Youth Service for Parents
Fort Lauderdale Campus
Saturday, October 12, 6pm

OCT
19

Baby Dedication Class
Fort Lauderdale Campus
Saturday, October 19, 6pm

OCT
6

Wills and Trusts Seminar
Fort Lauderale Campus
Sunday, October 6, 9am

OCT
13

Youth Service for Parents
Fort Lauderdale Campus
Sunday, October 13, 9am

OCT
23

Calvary Kids  
New Volunteer Orientation
Fort Lauderdale Campus
Wednesday, October 23, 
6:30pm

OCT
6

Group Leader and 
Discipleship Training
Plantation Campus
Sunday, October 6, 9:15am

OCT
13

Recovery Ministry Training
Fort Lauderdale Campus
Sunday, October 13, 11am

OCT
26

Middle School  
‘Have Fun’ Event
Boynton Beach Campus
Saturday, October 26, 6pm

OCT
6

Baby Dedication Service
Boca Raton Campus
Sunday, October 6, 11:15am

OCT
13

Youth Service for Parents
Fort Lauderdale Campus
Sunday, October 13, 11am

OCT
26

Baby Dedication Class
Plantation Campus
Saturday, October 26, 6:15pm

OCT
6

Foundations of Faith  
in Portuguese
Fort Lauderdale Campus
Sunday, October 6, 11am

OCT
13

Kids New Volunteer 
Orientation
Fort Lauderdale Campus
Sunday, October 13, 1pm

OCT
27

Baby Dedication
Plantation Campus
Sunday, October 27, 1:30pm
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CALVARY SPOTLIGHT

OCT NOV

For more info on these and other events, visit CalvaryFTL.org/Events.

OCT
27

Harvest Family PIcnic
Boca Raton Campus
Sunday, October 27, 1pm

NOV
10

Recovery Ministry Training
Fort Lauderdale Campus
Sunday, November 10, 11am

NOV
23

Love Your Neighbor: 
Thanksgiving FoodShare
All Campuses
Saturday, November 23, 8am

OCT
29

Ramp48 2nd Annual  
“Best Trick for Treat” Skate 
Contest
Fort Lauderdale Campus
Tuesday, October 29, 7pm

NOV
10

Calvary Kids  
New Volunteer Orientation
Fort Lauderdale Campus
Sunday, November 10, 1pm

NOV
23

Youth Convalescent 
Thanksgiving Outreach
Fort Lauderdale Campus
Saturday, November 23, 
8:30am

NOV
2

Love South Florida 
Church in the Park
Boynton Beach Campus
Saturday, November 2, 4pm

NOV
10

Worship Auditions
Hollywood Campus
Sunday, November 10, 12pm

Boynton Beach Campus
Sunday, November 10, 1pm

NOV
23

4th &5th Grades 
Thanksgiving Outreach
Fort Lauderdale Campus
Saturday, November 23, 9am

NOV
3

Group Leader Training
Plantation Campus
Sunday, November  3, 9:15am NOV 

13

Baby Dedication Class
Fort Lauderdale Campus
Wednesday, November 13, 
6:30pm

NOV
23

Baby Dedication Class
Plantation Campus
Sunday, November 23, 6:15pm

NOV 
8

Bond 4 Life / Camp 127
Plantation Campus
Friday, November 8, 7pm

NOV
14

Vision 2023 LeaderShare: 
Leaders Sharing Success
Fort Lauderdale Campus
Thursday, November 14, 5:45pm

NOV
24

Baby Dedication
Plantation Campus
Sunday, November 24, 6:15pm

NOV
9

Worship Auditions
Boca Raton, Fort Lauderdale, 
North Lauderdale, and 
Plantation Campuses
Saturday, November 9, 1pm

NOV
19

DivorceCare:  
Surviving the Holidays
Boca Raton Campus
Tuesday, November 19, 6:30pm

NOV
8&9

The Garden: A Concert in 
Dance
Fort Lauderdale Campus 
Theatre
Friday, 1:30pm & 7:30pm
Saturday, 7:30pm

NOV
20

GriefShare:  
Surviving the Holidays
Boca Raton Campus
Wednesday, November 20, 
6:45pm
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UPCOMING EVENTS

DEC

For more info on these and other events, visit CalvaryFTL.org/Events.

DEC
1

Group Leader Training 
Plantation Campus
Sunday, December 1, 9:15am

DEC 
8

Calvary Kids New Volunteer 
Orientation
Fort Lauderdale Campus
Sunday, December 8, 1pm

DEC
21

Baby Dedication Class
Plantation Campus
Saturday, December 21, 
6:15pm

DEC
1

Baby Dedication Service
Boca Raton Campus
Sunday, December 1, 11:15am DEC

11

Many But One:  
Dance Performance
Boynton Beach Campus
Wednesday, December 11, 7pm

DEC
21

Christmas Services
Various Campuses
For times, see  
CalvaryFTL.org/Christmas

DEC
5&6

Star of Bethlehem: 
Christmas Concert
Fort Lauderdale Campus 
Theatre
Thursday, 5pm & 7pm
Friday, 7pm

DEC
13

Youth: Christmas Outreach
Fort Lauderdale Campus
Friday, December 13, 4pm

DEC
22

Christmas Services
Various Campuses
For times, see  
CalvaryFTL.org/Christmas

DEC 
6

Fellowship Breakfast for 
Special Needs Families
Plantation Campus
Friday, December 6, 9am

DEC
13&14

Ocean’s Edge:  
Not So Silient Night Concert
Fort Lauderdale Campus
Friday, December 13, 7pm & 
Saturday, December 14, 7pm

DEC
22

Baby Dedication
Plantation Campus
Sunday, December 22, 1:30pm

DEC 
6

Calvary Kids 4th and 5th 
Grade Christmas Party
Fort Lauderdale Campus
Friday, December 6, 
6:30–8:30pm

DEC
14

Church Workday
Fort Lauderdale Campus
Saturday, December 1, 8am

DEC
24

Christmas Services
Various Campuses
For times, see  
CalvaryFTL.org/Christmas

DEC
6

Calvary Women Christmas 
Ornament Exchange
Plantation Campus
Friday, December 6, 6:30pm

DEC
17

Ramp48 2nd Annual 
Christmas Party
Fort Lauderdale Campus
Tuesday, December 17, 7pm

DEC
28

Middle School  
“Have Fun” Event
Boynton Beach Campus
Saturday, December 28, 6pm

DEC 
7

Wills and Trusts Seminar
Fort Lauderale Campus
Saturday, December 7, 6pm

DEC
18

HSM Alumni Christmas Party
Fort Lauderdale Campus
Wednesday, December 18, 
6:30pm

DEC
31

New Year’s Eve Celebration
Fort Lauderdale Campus
Tuesday, December 31, 
 9pm–12am  
(Doors Open: 8:30pm)



RLH is a residential program that ministers 
to women in need of a more structured 
environment than what a regular church 
service can provide in order to obtain spiritual 
victory from strongholds and struggles.

For more information, or to learn more about 
Redeeming Love Home, please e-mail us at 
RedeemingLoveHome@CalvaryFTL.org  
or call 954-328-5003.

Calvary House is a residential program 
that focuses on healing and restoring 
men who struggle with an addiction or 
stronghold and need a more structured 
environment.  

To find out more about Calvary House, please 
e-mail us at CalvaryHouse@CalvaryFTL.org 
or call 954-943-8328.
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If you’re struggling, there is HOPE for you!
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By Danny Saavedra

Daring rescues are one of the most common narratives found 
in film. From Black Hawk Down to Captain Phillips to Star Wars 
Episode IV: A New Hope, the rescue mission is often an exciting 
and chaotic narrative. 

What is it that draws us to these types of stories? Why do we get 
so much satisfaction and joy in seeing someone rescued. Maybe 
it’s the excitement and action, but I think it’s something more. I 
believe it’s because we are literally living out a rescue story . . . 
the greatest rescue story in history.

The above verse says that “Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners.” The word used by Paul here is   , which means 
“to rescue; to deliver out of danger, to rescue from destruction 
and bring into divine safety.” You see, according to Romans 5:12 
(PHILLIPS), “Sin made its entry into the world through one man, 
and through sin, death. The entail of sin and death passed on to 
the whole human race, and no one could break it for no one was 
himself free from sin.” 

We were, as Paul claimed, slaves to sin, which “brings 
condemnation for everyone” and makes us hostages to death. 
But, because God loves us so deeply, He sent His Son into the 
world to “give his life as a ransom for many” (Matthew 20:28 
ESV), “in order to rescue us from this evil world in which we live” 
(Galatians 1:4 NLT). 

Our hero and Savior, Jesus Christ, came into the world for this 
very reason. And because He did this, we who believe in Him and 
receive Him “will live in triumph over sin and death through this 
one man, Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:17 NLT). This is what makes 
this time of the year so wonderful!

Now, here’s something I don’t want you to miss: Paul says, “Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners” . . . but his thought 
doesn’t end there. He continues, “And I am the worst of them all. 
But God had mercy on me so that Christ Jesus could use me as a 
prime example of his great patience with even the worst sinners. 
Then others will realize that they, too, can believe in him and 
receive eternal life” (1 Timothy 1:15-20 NLT).

Each time I read this verse, I substitute Paul for myself. So, instead 
of Christ came to save sinners, of whom Paul is the worst, I read, 
“And Danny is the worst of them all.” I encourage you to do the 
same! Why? Because we are all equal in our sinfulness. No one is 
righteous, “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” 
(Romans 3:23 ESV). And if God saved Paul to use him so others 
could come to faith, He can use you and me, too! 

The gospel story is our story! It’s the story of how we were 
rescued by Jesus from the clutches of sin and death, even 
though we were guilty; of how it has the power to change the 
lives of all mankind—every person, no matter how far gone they 
may seem; and of how we should share it with everyone we meet, 
because we want others to experience it for themselves. 

“ This is a trustworthy saying, and everyone should accept it: ‘Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners.’”—1 Timothy 1:15 (NLT)
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